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What are the current challenges to the effective
implementation of International Humanitarian Law?
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A body of rules that seeks to regulate
the conduct of war.

£ Distinction

« Mandates protection for special classes
of persons, such as POWs and civilians

« Forbids weapons that would cause
excessive harm to civilian.

< Precautions
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Rise of Asymmetric Warfare

Rise of Autonomous Weapon Inability to conform due to the
_ _ Systems (AWS) (Winter, 2022) nature of IHL (Sarwar, 2017).
States may claim that conflicts IHL itself is state-focused which
with Armed Groups are mere Autonomous Weapons Systems . .
D G e e Tl can select and attack targets :emphasmes on states that signed
ihpa licaFt’)le (De Sr.:h erg& without human intervention after  inthe Geneva Conventions, hence
Pmﬂgvics 5013) yv deployment. While technologies ~ neglecting the existence of non-
2 can reduce human error and staFe actors in charging G‘f
NErEs A ; increase precision in attacks, regional governance, making
EBELS y "bmﬁ‘. t reli|goele ';ID‘-' they may not have the ability to them difficu_lt to c-::u_nft::-rm the law.
;T;Ew:ui:]hu: lﬂﬂaszilrraal:il:iizzal interpret the difference between Th?}* may fail to bl{”d trust on the
& € o8 soldiers and civilians, possibly existing West-dominated
structure, make it hard to violating the distinction international system based on
dlsser:m'nate IHL principles. orinciple. past colonial history.
(Sassoli, 2007)
| Also, robot could not be Additionally, the acting body of
To compensate for technological orogrammed to duplicate the the International institution such
Inferlnrltyl ArmEd GrDupS are psychﬂfﬂgfcai prﬂcesses in as IntEFnatiDnal Faﬂt Fiﬂdiﬂg
tempted to break the rules of war, human judgment that are Commission is inoperative, which
SUCh as Stﬂrll:lg weapﬂnﬁ In nECESSEr}’ to assess lEEldS t'l:' an fﬁEffECffl:fE
prUtECFEd hUlldlngS. prgpﬂrtiﬂnalit-};_ Cﬂmpfmnce SyStEm in IHL
(Schmitt, 2007) context.
Increased contact with Armed Groups 1) Strengthen the adherence to the Strengthen local confidence
NGOs have enticed 80 Armed precaution principles by effectively towards IHL system through:
Groups to sign “deeds of delivering warnings of attacks; integrating local customs and
commitment” to basic principles of 2) Refine and update the legal promoting engagement of non-state
IHL, and have organised workshops  framework such that IHL is more actors, modelling from African
to instruct them on IHL (Thynne, compatible with technological protection mechanism (Tshuma,
2019). advancements (Seixas-Nunes, 2022) 2024) .
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