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EDUCATION INEQUITY UNDERMINES
THE PROSPERITY OF HONG KONG

BACKGROUND AND CHALLENGE

Even though Hong Kong boasts one of the most advanced
educational systems globally, educational inequality still exists

2.3X

Less likely to go to universities
compared to rich students

and is frequently disregarded. Resources for education are 4.5 YEARS
distributed unevenly based on socioeconomic status. Learning gap between students o L
in grassroots schools and those °,

. . . in high socio-economic status “eo
Underprivileged students can no longer use education as a key schi’ls
tool for upward social mobility when their socioeconomic status 83%
limits their access to high-quality instruction and resources for ® T i oy e
pursuing other career paths. difficulties in affording

yj \d supplementary learning
. — resources and opportunities
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HOW TFHK ADDRESSES
THESE GAPS CONSEQUENCES OF INEQUITY
Fellowship Program: |. Limited Social Mobility
e Recruit and train passionate Poor students are 4x less likely to attend university than
leaders to teach in high- wealthy peers (HKU, 2023).
need schools. Low-income youth often enter precarious jobs (e.g., gig
* Focus on student-centered economy) without upward pathways.
pedagogy (e.g.,
mentorship, growth 2. Mental Health Crisis
mindset). Stress & Dropout Rates:
Key_Interventions: 40% of underprivileged students report depression linked
e Academic Support: Small- to academic pressure (HKFYG, 2022).
group tutoring, literacy
programs. 3. Brain Drain & Labor Shortages
* Holistic Development: Systemic inequity pushes talent abroad; 60% of low-
Leadership workshops, income graduates consider emigrating for better
career guidance. opportunities (SCMP, 2023).
¢ Community Engagement:
Parent workshops, after-
school programs [ | | | I |

BENEFITS OF ACHIEVING EQUITY

|. Stronger Social Cohesion

* Equal access to quality education reduces resentment between
rich/poor.
2. Higher Civic Engagement
¢ Reduces Radicalization

* Addressing education gaps lowers risks of youth extremism.

All children should have | 3-Health & Wellbeing Improvements

Qqual Opportunity to * Equitable schools reduce student depression linked to academic
4 stress.
learn, grow, andrealize | . [ongeriitespans

thiZil' pO[Ql‘ltiaL 4. Economic Mobility = Less Poverty
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