REGULATIONS FOR THE DEGREE OF
BACHELOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
(BSocSc)

These regulations apply to students admitted to the BSocSc curriculum in the academic year
20221-20223 and thereafter.

(See also General Regulations and Regulations for First Degree Curricula)

Definitions

SS1(M In these Regulations, and in the Syllabuses for the degree of BSocSc, unless the context
otherwise requires:

‘Core departments’ means the Departments of Geography, Politics and Public Administration,
Psychology, Social Work and Social Administration, and Sociology.

‘Course’ means a course of study, with a credit value expressed as a number of credit-units as
specified in the syllabus.

‘Credits’ means the value assigned to each course to indicate its study load relative to the total study
load under a degree curriculum. The study load refers to the hours of student learning activities
and experiences, both within and outside the classrooms, and includes contact hours and time spent
on assessment tasks and examinations.

‘Pre-requisite’ means a course or a group of courses which candidates must have completed
successfully or a requirement which candidates must have fulfilled before being permitted to take
the course in question.

Admission to the degree

SS2  To be eligible for admission to the degree of Bachelor of Social Sciences, candidates shall
(a) comply with the General Regulations;

(b) comply with the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; and

(c) complete the curriculum in accordance with the regulations that follow.

Period of study

SS3  The curriculum shall normally require eight semesters of full-time study, extending over not
fewer than four academic years, and shall include any assessment to be held during and/or at the
end of each semester. Candidates shall not in any case be permitted to extend their studies beyond
the maximum period of registration of six academic years.

Completion of the curriculum

SS4
(a) Candidates shall satisfy the requirements prescribed in UG 5 of the Regulations for First

(@ This regulation should be read in conjunction with UG1 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula.

Annex VI-A
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GEOG2161. Sustainability assessment and management: Measure, analysis and tools
(6 credits)
GEOG2162. From E-society to Smart Cities (6 credits)

Level 300 courses (advanced: offered on an annual or biennial basis)

GEOG3101. China’s tourism resources and management (6 credits)

GEOG3104. Globalizing China: development issues (6 credits)

GEOG3202. GIS in environmental studies (6 credits)

GEOG3203. Climate change and the environment (6 credits)

GEOG3204. Urban hydrology and water quality (6 credits)

GEOG3205. Environmental hazards (6 credits)

GEOG3207. Environmental management: impact assessment (6 credits)

GEOG3210. Trees for green and liveable cities (6 credits)

GEOG3213. Ecosystem services and sustainable society (6 credits)

GEOG3214. Corporate social responsibility and environmental auditing (6 credits)

GEOG3302. Principles and practice of ecotourism (6 credits)

GEOG3304. Tourism policy and planning (6 credits)

GEOG3306. Protected areas and their management (6 credits)

GEOG3402. Port and airport development (6 credits)

GEOG3403. Exploring Korean cities and urban planning through K-movies and
dramas (6 credits)

GEOG3414. Cultures, social justice and urban space (6 credits)

GEOG3417. Health, wellbeing, place and GIS (6 credits)

GEOG3420. Transport and the society (6 credits)

GEOG3421. Studying cities: quantitative methods for urban research (6 credits)

GEOG3422. Contemporary urban transportation issues (6 credits)

GEOG3423. Social and cultural perspectives in understanding cities (6 credits)

GEOG3424. Urban development and planning: the Hong Kong experience
(6 credits)

GEOG3425. Cities of the Western Hemisphere (6 credits)

GEOG3426. Networks and geography: An introduction to social network analysis
(6 credits)

GEOG3427. Coupled human and natural systems and sustainability (6 credits)

Level 400 courses (capstone experience course for Geography majors only: offered on an
annual basis)

GEOG4001. Overseas field trip (6 credits)
GEOG4002. Directed project in geography (6 credits)
GEOG4003. Honours dissertation (12 credits)

II1.

Politics and Public Administration
Objectives

This programme aims to

- provide students with basic knowledge and conceptual frameworks of political science
and public administration;

- develop students’ ability in critical analysis of complex political issues in the real world;



- equip students with necessary perspectives and skills in identifying and articulating

politically feasible solutions to public policy problems;

- enable students integrate theories and methods of political science and public
administration into interdisciplinary analytical exercises; and

- prepare students to engage in advocacy for social innovation and better governance.

B. Programme structure
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No. of credits

Components Major Minor
1) Introductory courses

a) disciplinary 6 6

b) pre-requisites*® 12 -
2) Advanced courses

a)  core courses 18 -

b)  disciplinary electives 30 30

c)  capstone experience 6 -

d) Social Innovation and Global 24 -

Citizenship#

* Candidates who opt to declare two major programmes offered by the Faculty of Social
Sciences should avoid selecting overlapping pre-requisites.

# Candidates who opt to declare double majors in Geography, Politics and Public
Administration, Psychology, Sociology and Social Policy and Social Development are
allowed to undertake 24 credits of free electives, to fulfil the Faculty off-campus learning
courses for the second major.

Candidates who wish to major (96 credits) or minor (36 credits) in Politics and Public
Administration (PPA) must complete:

1.

a)
b)

Introductory courses (18 credits for major; 6 credits for minor)

Disciplinary course POLI1003. Making sense of politics (6 credits)

Two pre-requisite courses from the following five units, but not more than one
from a single unit (12 credits):

Faculty of Social Sciences

Geography
Psychology

Social Work and Social Administration

Sociology

Advanced courses (78 credits for major; 30 credits for minor) consist of the

following component:

Core courses (18 credits)

i)  Methods requirement (6 credits):
POLI2104. Research methods in politics and public administration



b)

d)
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i1)  Gateway requirement (12 credits): Two Gateway courses from the
following list:
POLI2105. Introduction to comparative politics (6 credits)
POLI2106. Introduction to international relations (6 credits)
POLI2107. Introduction to political theory (6 credits)
POLI2108. Introduction to public administration (6 credits)
(students are strongly recommended to complete the relevant gateway
course if they wish to concentrate in that specialist stream)

Disciplinary electives requirement: 30 credits of PPA advanced courses
The following major options are available for choice:

1) Standard PPA major:
- fulfil requirement from a) to c).

iil)  PPA major with a specialist stream*:
- fulfil requirements from a) to c¢), with
- 24 credits of advanced PPA courses in a chosen specialist stream

* the specialist streams of PPA are:
- Comparative Politics

- International Politics

- Political Theory and Ethics

- Public Administration

Notes: 1. Courses affiliated to individual specialist streams are listed in the
department’s website.
2. Neither the transcript nor the certificate will note this
specialization. Students, if necessary, may approach the
Department for a letter of reference for their specialization.

Capstone experience (for major only):

One of the following courses from semesters VII to VIII:

POLI4092.  Capstone experience: research internship in politics and public
administration (6 credits)

POLI4109. Capstone experience: directed project in politics and public
administration (6 credits)

Social Innovation and Global Citizenship (24 credits)

For BSocSc students (Faculty off-campus learning courses)

Students are required to undertake 24 credits of off-campus learning under the twin
themes Social Innovation and Global Citizenship as a condition of graduation. To
fulfil the Social Innovation requirement, candidates must complete FOSS2018. To
fulfil the Global Citizenship requirement, candidates must either complete
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FOSS2019 or a combination of two 6-credit endorsed experiential learning
courses, or undertake 12 credits of advanced courses on exchange studies or on an
overseas summer programme approved by the Faculty. Candidates may complete
a maximum of 30 credits of experiential learning (internship) during their studies.

FOSS2018.  Social Innovation internship (12 credits)
FOSS2019.  Global Citizenship internship (12 credits)
FOSS2022.  Global intensive learning programme (6 credits)
FOSS2023.  Global Social Impact lab (6 credits)

For non-BSocSc students

Students are required to undertake 24 credits of courses listed under the Faculty of
Social Sciences syllabuses, including the social sciences and non-social sciences
courses.

Course lists

Introductory course

POLI1003. Making sense of politics (6 credits)

Advanced courses

Compulsory course

POLI2104. Research methods in politics and public administration (6 credits)

Gateway courses

POLI2105. Introduction to comparative politics (6 credits)
POLI2106. Introduction to international relations (6 credits)
POLI2107. Introduction to political theory (6 credits)
POLI2108. Introduction to public administration (6 credits)

Capstone courses

POLI4092. Capstone experience: research internship in politics and public
administration (6 credits)

POLI4109. Capstone experience: directed project in politics and public administration
(6 credits)

Elective courses

POLI3001. Special topics in political science (6 credits)
POLI3002. Special topics in political theory (6 credits)
POLI3005. Capitalism and social justice (6 credits)

POLI3010. Democracy and its critics (6 credits)

POLI3015. Ethics and public policy (6 credits)

POLI3019. Hong Kong and the world (6 credits)

POLI3020. Hong Kong politics (6 credits)

POLI3022. Contemporary Chinese politics (6 credits)
POLI3023. Special topics in Chinese politics (6 credits)
POLI3024. Special topics in public administration (6 credits)
POLI3025. Managerial skills in public organizations (6 credits)
POLI3027. The public policy process: theories and application (6 credits)
POLI3031. Politics of economic reform in China (6 credits)
POLI3034. Public administration in China (6 credits)



POLI3035.
POLI3037.
POLI3039.
POLI3040.
POLI3044.
POLI3047.
POLI3051.
POLI3052.
POLI3059.
POLI3061.

POLI3064/
LLAW3080.
POLI3065.
POLI3067.
POLI3075/
LLAW3142.
POLI3076.
POLI3077.
POLI3079.
POLI3080.

POLI3093.
POLI3094.
POLI3095.
POLI3097.
POLI3098.
POLI3103.
POLI3110.
POLI3113.
POLI3115.
POLI3116.
POLI3117.
POLI3118.
POLI3119.
POLI3121.
POLI3122.
POLI3123.
POLI3124.
POLI3126.
POLI3127.
POLI3129.
POLI3130.
POLI3131.
POLI3132.
POLI3133.
POLI3134.
POLI3135./
ENVS3402.
POLI3136.
POLI3137.
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Public administration in Hong Kong (6 credits)
Managing people in public organizations (6 credits)
Public policy analysis (6 credits)

Public sector management (6 credits)

United States politics (6 credits)

United States foreign policy (6 credits)

Issues in Chinese political philosophy (6 credits)
International relations of East Asia (6 credits)
China and the world (6 credits)

Hong Kong and South China: the political economy of regional development
and cooperation (6 credits)

Governance and law (6 credits)

Public organization and management (6 credits)
Sex, drugs, and the limits of liberalism (6 credits)
Law and politics of constitutions (6 credits)

Special topics in international politics (6 credits)
Special topics in comparative politics (6 credits)
Global justice (6 credits)

Global political economy (6 credits)

Understanding social protest (6 credits)

Political participation: why and how? (6 credits)

Civil society and governance (6 credits)

Modernity and globalization (6 credits)

Nonprofit management (6 credits)

Politics of the Global South (6 credits)

Dilemmas of humanitarian intervention (6 credits)

On the ethics of violence (6 credits)

Politics and public opinion (6 credits)

Theories and practice of social leadership (6 credits)
Special topics in public policy (6 credits)

Special topics in NGO studies (6 credits)

Causes of international war (6 credits)

Environmental policy (6 credits)

Strategic leadership in civil society organizations (6 credits)
Politics of the two Koreas (6 credits)

Justice and good life (6 credits)

Politics of contemporary Japan (6 credits)

The politics of the European Union (6 credits)

Foreign policy decision making (6 credits)

Latin American politics (6 credits)

In search of good policy: an introduction to policy evaluation (6 credits)
Terrorism and political violence (6 credits)

Contemporary Southeast Asian politics (6 credits)

Politics and security on the Korean Peninsula (6 credits)
Qualitative data, social science methods and decision-making in
environmental science (6 credits)

The politics of international law (6 credits)

Nationalism: theories and practices (6 credits)
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POLI3138. Institutional analysis for reform (6 credits)
POLI3139. The United Nations and global governance (6 credits)
POLI3140. International development (6 credits)
POLI3141. Punishment and political theory (6 credits)
POLI3142. Democratization (6 credits)
POLI3143. Politics of global inequality (6 credits)
POLI3144. Early Confucian political philosophy (6 credits)
POLI3145. Contemporary Confucian political philosophy (6 credits)
POLI3146. Making sense of Economics (6 credits)
POLI3147. Behavioural public policy (6 credits)
POLI3148. Data science in politics and public administration (6 credits)
POLI3149. Issues in digital governance (6 credits)
POLI4046. Thesis in politics and public administration (12 credits)
POLI4110. Advanced seminar I (6 credits)
POLI4111. Advanced seminar II (6 credits)
POLI4112. Advanced seminar III (6 credits)
POLI4113. Advanced seminar IV (6 credits)
POLI4114. Advanced seminar in international politics (6 credits)
POLI4115. Advanced seminar on strategy and politics (6 credits)
ECON2276. State, law and the economy (6 credits)
[offered by Faculty of Business and Economics]
EUST3010. European political and economic institutions and processes (6 credits)
[offered by Faculty of Arts, European Studies Programme]

Iv.

Psychology

Objectives

This program aims to

- allow students to develop basic skills across all areas of Psychology, including the
biological and cognitive bases of behaviour, developmental changes, social influences,
and psychopathology;

- provide students with training in statistical and research methods that are essential for
the implementation and consumption of psychological research;

- develop skills in critical analysis, reasoning, and self-reflection;

- provide students opportunities for tackling novel problems, and give them experience of
addressing issues that are ill-defined; and

- be an internationally-recognized qualification in fundamental aspects of Psychology that
allows students to pursue both professional training in applied aspects of Psychology
(e.g., Clinical Psychology, Educational Psychology) and advanced research training in
all areas of Psychology.

Programme structure

No. of credits
Components Major Minor
1) Introductory courses
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The basis of the honours dissertation should normally be the analysis of a phenomena through
fieldwork or through library documentary study under the supervision of an assigned faculty
member. The objective is for students to demonstrate a mastery of geographical field and
practical techniques within the scope of the chosen study. Studies undertaken should be based
on courses taken in the second and third years. Teachers may specify subjects considered suitable
for study. The dissertation course begins in the latter part of the third-year of study and must be
completed by the end of March in the fourth-year of study. The completed dissertation should be
typed with double-line spacing on A4 sheets of paper with a minimum of 12,000 words in length
(excluding tables, figures and references). Students are required to give an oral presentation on
their research finding. This course is useful to those major students who would be interested in
acquiring the research skills for pursuing future research or other postgraduate studies.
Assessment: 80% dissertation, and 20% oral presentation.

This capstone experience course is available to Geography majors only. No lecture attendance is
required for this course. Students must submit the completed dissertation by end of March and
give an oral presentation before the end of the second semester in the final year of study.

GEOG4004. Directed project in urban governance (6 credits)
(Students are advised to have taken any one of GEOG2090 / GEOG2120 / GEOG2130 /
GEOG2137 / GEOG2141 before taking this research-based course).

The objective of this course is to offer Urban Governance majors an opportunity to engage
themselves in empirical/ applied research projects under a faculty member’s supervision and gain
hands-on experience in research work. The directed project should normally comprise study of a
well-defined and well-bound research topic/project through fieldwork. Students are required to
propose, plan, implement and complete the projects; and to demonstrate a mastery of field and
practical techniques. Teachers may specify topics/projects considered suitable for small-scale
investigation. After completing the projects, students are required to submit a written report,
typed with double-line spacing on A4 sheets of paper with a minimum of 6,000 words in length
(excluding tables, figures and references). An oral presentation of the completed work is also
required. This course is useful to those major students who would be interested in acquiring the
research skills for pursuing future research or other postgraduate studies.

Assessment: 80% written report, 20% oral presentation.

This capstone experience course is available to Urban Governance majors only. No lecture
attendance is required for this course. Students must submit the completed report by mid-
February and give an oral presentation in the second semester of the final year of study.

Department of Politics and Public Administration

Introductory courses

POLI1003. Making sense of politics (6 credits)

It is an introductory course offered to students with no previous background in political science.
It covers the basic concepts, institutions and processes that one would encounter in the study of

politics. Emphasis will be placed on the application of concepts to current issues, including (but
not restricted to) that of Hong Kong.
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Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

Advanced courses
Compulsory course
POLI2104. Research methods in politics and public administration (6 credits)

Political scientists use a variety of methods to describe and explain political phenomena. Each
method has its own purposes, assumptions, and limitations. This course covers the methods most
commonly used in the study of politics and policies. Topics include nature of scientific inquiry;
measurement and causal inference; the conduct of case studies and field research; the design of
surveys and experiments; the description and analysis of data; and the role of research ethics. The
course has a practical bent: its goal is to equip students with a working knowledge to put the
methods to actual use.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Gateway courses
POLI210S. Introduction to comparative politics (6 credits)

This course introduces students to a thematic approach in understanding politics in comparative
settings. Drawing upon examples from liberal democracies, illiberal democracies and
authoritarian states, the course examines the characteristics of the main political institutions and
processes of the states, including political culture, political participation, the media, political
parties, elections, the legislatures and executives. It compares how the various types of states
govern, the types of political goods they can probably deliver and their drawbacks. Overall, it
explores which way(s) is the best, and if democracy is universally applicable.

Assessment: 100% coursework

POLI2106. Introduction to international relations (6 credits)

In this course students will be introduced to the central concepts in, and theoretical approaches
to, the study of world politics both in historical and contemporary contexts. The first five classes
will focus on the evolution of world politics as well as the concepts and predominant theoretical
approaches used by students of international relations to understand and explain the field. The
course then will explore specific issues in international relations. These include: the study of
foreign policy and decision-making; international ethics; international economy; causes of
conflict, war and peace; new security issues; and issues of global governance. Throughout the
course students will be challenged to think critically about world politics and hone specific
academic skills. The course provides a foundation for further study in world politics.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI2107. Introduction to political theory (6 credits)
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This course addresses some of the fundamental questions in the field of political theory, including;:
Why should we obey the law? Who should rule us? What rights and liberties should citizens have?
How should property be distributed? By addressing these and other questions, the course provides
students with a broad introduction to the major concepts in Western political theory, such as
authority, democracy, liberty, rights, equality and justice.This is a “gateway” course, and it is
recommended that students complete this course before enrolling in any other political theory
classes.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI2108. Introduction to public administration (6 credits)

The purpose of this gateway course is to introduce students to the fundamental concepts and
theories of public administration. Students will gain an overview of both issues and practices
related to the public administration. The course focuses on the traditions, environment, politics,
and core functions of public administration.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

Capstone courses

POLI4092. Capstone experience: research internship in politics and public
administration (6 credits)

Students will have the opportunity to perform basic research under the supervision of a faculty
member. The internship includes meeting individually with the supervisor, reading relevant
materials, assisting in an ongoing empirical research project, and writing an internship report.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4109. Capstone experience: directed project in politics and public administration
(6 credits)

Students will do an empirical research project on a specific topic under a teacher’s
supervision. The project involves meeting with the supervisor, reading relevant theoretical and
empirical articles, conducting empirical research projects, and writing a project report.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

Elective courses
POLI3001. Special topics in political science (6 credits)
This course will focus on topics drawn from various areas of political science. Specific titles and

course descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3002. Special topics in political theory (6 credits)
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This course will focus on some major topics in political theory. Specific titles and course
descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3005. Capitalism and social justice (6 credits)

This course aims to anlalyse the concept of social justice, and examine which economic system
might best achieve it. The positions to be assessed span the political spectrum, including the
modern liberalism of John Rawls, the classical liberalism of F. A. Hayek, Robert Nozick;s
libertarianism, John Stuart Mill’s utilitarianism, and contemporary defences of socialism. The
course will engage with debates about the status of economic liberties within liberal theory,
exploitation and sweatshop labour, and the extent that state intervention in economic production
is necessary and desirable within society.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3010. Democracy and its critics (6 credits)

This course aims to explore a set of important issues about the theory and practice of democracy.
The first part of the course will examine the challenge of meritocracy and various justifications
of

democracy, including those offered by Mill, Rousseau, Schumpeter, and others. The second part
will address some of the most pressing problems facing liberal democracies today: how to
improve the quality of public deliberation in the age of social media? How to overcome the
challenges posed by populism? How to maintain the efficacy of democratic institutions in a global
capitalist economy?

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3015. Ethics and public policy (6 credits)

This course examines major yet controversial public policies in contemporary societies from the
perspectives of ethics and political theory. It is a course that connects public policy-making and
ethics; it is a course that teaches students the significance of policy analysis in

ethical perspectives. Topics covered may include but not be limited to the following policy areas:
public health policies; national security; economic-finance policies; education policies; and land
policies. Students are strongly recommended to complete POLI2107 or CCHU9009 before taking
this course.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3019. Hong Kong and the world (6 credits)

Hong Kong's international character has been vital to its prosperity and vitality. While Hong
Kong's ‘foreign affairs portfolio’ is controlled by China, Hong Kong retains considerable
autonomy in shaping its international destiny. What global course should Hong Kong leaders
chart? This class will examine the Special Administrative Region's unique international status,
its complex identity as a Chinese world city, and its track record in facing the challenges and
opportunities associated with today's highly interdependent global system.
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Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3020. Hong Kong politics (6 credits)

This course focuses on the legal, political and institutional structure of the Hong Kong
government. The political culture and attitudes of the Hong Kong people are discussed. Other
topics include the Chief Executive, legislative politics, constitutional politics, public opinion,
pressure groups, political parties, mass media, and Beijing's policy toward Hong Kong.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3022. Contemporary Chinese politics (6 credits)

This course is an introduction to contemporary Chinese politics. The main objective is to
understand the ideology, institutions and processes of the contemporary Chinese political system
and explore the socio-economic consequences, achievements, and problems of socialism with
Chinese characteristics.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3023. Special topics in Chinese politics (6 credits)

This course will focus on some major topics in Chinese politics. Specific titles and course
descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3024. Special topics in public administration (6 credits)

This course will focus on some major topics in public administration. Specific titles and course
descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3025. Managerial skills in public organizations (6 credits)

This course focuses on the activities and functions of managers in public organizations. Emphasis
is put on the environment and context within which public managers operate, and the various
managerial skills and tools that are essential to effective public managers. Students are expected to
acquire skills to manage conflicts, lead, manage resources, communicate, and make decisions in
the context of public organizations. Reference is made to the experiences in various public or non-
profit organizations in Hong Kong.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3027. The public policy process: theories and application (6 credits)

This course reviews major theories of the public policy process and considers the practical
implications for the key challenges in politics and governance. These theories offer interesting
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insights into why certain issues enter the policy agenda while others remain excluded, how
institutions are set up to regulate activities in policymaking, and what arrangements can lead to
material improvement in policy responsiveness. Students are encouraged to address issues
highlighted by the theories using real-world, comparative cases.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3031. Politics of economic reform in China (6 credits)

This course examines the politics of economic reform in contemporary China. After a brief
historical review of the planning era, we study various aspects of China’s economic transition after
1978, with a special focus on the economic and political tradeoffs behind each reform program. In
the first half of the semester, we will cover areas such as the rural transformation, the enterprise
reform, the reform of the fiscal system, trade and foreign direct investment policies, and the reform
of the financial system. In the second half of the semester, we will discuss issues related to the
current landscape of China’s political economy, including income inequality, political governance,
environmental protection and other challenges. Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3034. Public administration in China (6 credits)

This course aims to examine the context, structure, people and important issues in managing the
public sector in contemporary China. The course provides students a basic understanding of China’s
public administration system and its reforms. Several very important topics will be covered,
including the relationship between the Party and the government, government structure and
intergovernmental relations, and how to manage public employees, and key issues in policy-making
and implementation in contemporary China. This course encourages students to conduct group
project, which will allow students to learn public policy analysis targeting real hot issues unfolding
during China’s reform era. Sample policy areas include food safety management, waste
management and crisis management. The newly emerged modes of public service delivery in
China will also be discussed.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI303S. Public administration in Hong Kong (6 credits)

This course covers coordination, budgetary allocation, consultation and civic engagement, and civil
service management in the Hong Kong government. We will discuss how practices in these
domains have changed in recent years as well as what administrative traditions continue to shape
the civil service today. Apart from academic research, we offer students opportunities to make real-
world contributions through participation in local community initiatives for open data and in the
creation of public administration literature for open-content platforms.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3037. Managing people in public organizations (6 credits)

This course seeks to improve students’ capacities to analyse and interpret the context, institutions,
processes and key issues in the management of people in public organizations with special reference
to Hong Kong from the perspective of agency theory. There are two guest lectures offered by public
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managers. By the end of the course, students should be able to critically evaluate the control and
accountability problems involved in managing the public sector work force and strategies to
overcome them. Students should also be able to analyse and evaluate cases in public sector human
resource management.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3039. Public policy analysis (6 credits)

This is an introductory course to public policy analysis with an emphasis on the production of
advice for decision-makers. This course builds foundations of public policy analysis by covering
related theories and concepts. Having answered why we need government intervention in solving
public policy problems, this course also seeks to equip students with skills and techniques to analyse,
design, and assess policy options.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3040. Public sector management (6 credits)

Public administration is conducted through a variety of public organizations and institutional
arrangements that collectively constitute the public sector. This course aims to provide students
an understanding on the key issues of public sector management. It is structured into four parts:
(1) the scope and structure of public sector, including the features and operation of various types
of public organizations; (2) the human resource management issues within public organizations;
(3) various modes of public service delivery; and (4) public sector reform strategies. Reference
is made to the experience in Hong Kong.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3044. United States politics (6 credits)

American politics frequently captivates domestic and international audiences. However, without
a better understanding of key aspects of the American political system and its political dynamics
it may sometimes be quite difficult to develop a good understanding of the political events
occurring in it — or the United States various domestic and international policies. The purpose
of this course is to provide students with such an introduction to American politics. Students will
learn about the key aspects of the American political system: the formal (executive, judiciary, and
legislative) and informal (bureaucracy, media, interest groups, etc.) branches of government, its
creation and development into its present form, the way officials at various branches and levels
are selected, the contours of American federalism, how domestic policy is done and some of the
main issues that animate its domestic political debates.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3047. United States foreign policy (6 credits)

This course will discuss a key aspect of American foreign policy- the various ways in which the
U.S. government tries to influence developments within other states by intervening in their
domestic affairs. The goal of this course is to provide a better understanding of such interventions
in general and a more complete picture of this frequently neglected aspect of American foreign
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policy in particular. Accordingly, this course will focus on explaining, among other things, why
interventions of various types are done, their effectiveness in achieving their goals and their
effects on the target and others. It will also discuss various historical cases of American
interventions in-depth ranging from the early 20th century to the present, widening the depth and
breadth of student knowledge on American foreign policy. The course will cover both military
and non-military forms of interventions including (for example): military interventions in civil
wars, FIRCs/regime change operations, partisan electoral interventions, economic sanctions, and
drone warfare.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3051. Issues in Chinese political philosophy (6 credits)

A comparative study of Chinese and Western political philosophy, with special emphasis on
Confucianism and liberalism. Topics include the nature of classical Confucian political thought, the
developments of the Confucian traditions in response to local political changes and to the challenges
presented by western liberalism, the contemporary discourse on Confucianism and human rights,
freedom, and democracy, and other related issues. Reference will be made to Chinese materials.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3052. International relations of East Asia (6 credits)

This course helps students to have a better understanding of major trends and issues in
international relations of East Asia. Instead of providing a comprehensive survey of the history,
culture, and national policies of countries in the region, it mainly addresses four issues in the
course: What are major trends in regional IR? What is the source of conflict in the region? What
are the common interests that unite peoples and states of East Asia? How does the region organize
itself? It explains dynamics and patterns of regional international relations in a broad geopolitical
and geoeconomic context. Topics in discussion include major powers’ role in the region, the
Korean Peninsula, the Taiwan Strait, ASEAN, Southeastern Asia and regional institution-building.
Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3059. China and the world (6 credits)

In this course we investigate several important puzzles about China in international politics: Can
earlier periods of China’s history help us understand its contemporary foreign policies? What does
China’s economic transformation since 1978 mean for the global economy? Will the United States
and China successfully accommodate each other, or will the coming years be defined by friction
and conflict? Do China's military, political, and economic activities abroad threaten or complement
the interests of other states and societies? This course examines these questions by surveying
classic and recent research on China’s historical and contemporary foreign relations. In doing so, it
considers China in the context of broader theories in international relations. It also introduces
students to different social science research approaches including qualitative case studies, archival
research, survey experiments, and large-N statistical analyses. The first third of the course focuses
on historical Chinese foreign relations. The remaining two thirds turn to contemporary issues in the
study of Chinese foreign policy.

Assessment: 100% coursework.
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POLI3061. Hong Kong and South China: the political economy of regional development
and cooperation (6 credits)

The growing integration between Hong Kong and South China has profound implications not
only for this region, but also for China and Asia as a whole. This course aims to analyse such an
important development and its many implications. It is divided into three parts. Part I offers an
overview of the development of the South China region. Theoretical approaches in the study of
regionalism, intergovernmental relations and globalization and their relevance for understanding
South China will also be examined. Part II analyses the social, economic and political links
between Hong Kong and Greater China and the development experience of South China since
the late 1970s. Part III will focus on several key issues in regional development and cooperation
in the South China region, including intergovernmental cooperation mechanisms, economic and
technological development, demographic flows, boundary control, transportation and infra-
structural development, as well as environmental management.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3064/L1L.AW3080. Governance and law (6 credits)

This course seeks to understand why the state regulates certain activities and behaviour in society,
what different forms of regulation exist, when and what kind of legal regulation is deemed
necessary, how legal regulation is enforced, and checks and balances against abuse in
enforcement. This course is jointly taught by staff from the Department of Politics and Public
Administration and the Department of Law. The main objective of the course is to explore the
interface between the study of Politics and Law in understanding governance. Relevant case
studies will be included for illustration and discussion.

Assessment: 50% examination, 30% research paper, 20% group project presentation.

POLI3065. Public organization and management (6 credits)

This course examines theories of organization for understanding organizational phenomena and
discusses potential strategies for enhancing organizational performance. The class draws on
studies and practices of organizations from different sectors as learning materials. Emphasis is
placed on the application of theory to various organizational settings including public, private
and nonprofit organizations. Through exposing students to various streams of organization
literature, the course aims to develop students’ ability to understand systematically and analyse
critically organizational phenomena. By the end of the semester, students will be equipped with
some basic tools for improving organizational performance.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3067. Sex, drugs, and the limits of liberalism (6 credits)

The purpose of this course is to explore a set of

fundamental issues about the proper scope of personal freedom and the power of the state. We
will discuss questions such as: can the state permissibly interfere with your liberty, for your own
good? Is it wrong to prohibit the consumption of pleasurable drugs? Should the state nudge you
to make healthier lifestyle choices? Can the state ever permissibly prohibit sexual relations
between consenting adults? Should state laws and policies be neutral between different views of
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what makes life worthwhile? Is it wrong that we all have to pay for public art, museums, and
culture through general taxation, regardless of whether we think they are valuable? The course
aims to assess the strengths and limits of liberalism by examining the arguments for and against
the liberal views on these issues.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3075/LLAW3142. Law and politics of constitutions (6 credits)

Almost all modern states are constitutional states in the sense that they, in one form or the other,
have a constitution. A constitution is not only a legal document; it is also a political instrument.
For what purpose was the constitution made; for what functions could it serve; and on which it
can be sustained are questions that cannot be answered without considering the interaction
between law and politics in the making, implementation and development of the constitution.
This course applies an interdisciplinary approach and a comparative perspective to analyse
intertwining issues of law and politics concerning constitutions like: constitutional interpretation
theories, the roles of political parties, religion, judiciary and the public in the constitutional
processes, and the significance of dialogue in constitutional deliberation.

Assessment: 50% open book examination, 30% research paper, 20% group project presentation.

POLI3076. Special topics in international politics (6 credits)

This course will focus on some major topics in international politics. Specific titles and course
descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3077. Special topics in comparative politics (6 credits)

This course will focus on some major topics in comparative politics. Specific titles and course
descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3079. Global justice (6 credits)

This course examines some major global issues from the perspectives of political philosophy and
ethics, issues such as world poverty, unequal development, immigration and the treatment of
refugees, war and intervention, and climate change. We will discuss questions like the following:
what is the source and the content of human rights? What duties, if any, do the global affluent
have towards the world’s poor? Does global justice require distributive equality? What, if any, is
the significance of borders and nationality? How to understand legitimacy and authority and how
is the use of force justified in international politics? What is our moral relationship with the
natural world? What duties do we have towards the future generations?

1 I" \I.\ . . i

Assessment: 100% coursework.
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POLI3080. Global political economy (6 credits)

This course explores the political dimensions of global economic relations. The objectives of this
course are to give students a better appreciation of major problems and dilemmas of
contemporary global economy and to provide a conceptual framework for addressing policy
problems in the global economy. We begin by examining several contending perspectives on
global political economy. The course then examines distinct issue areas: globalization,
development, trade, capital flows, financial crises, multinational production, environmental
degradation, world hunger, and the transnational movement of people.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3093. Understanding social protest (6 credits)

From Hong Kong’s political demonstration on July 1% to the protest rally organized by your
student union, social protest is undoubtedly an important form of politics. Outside of the formal
and institutionalized channels, people do take politics onto the streets and use disruptive means
to achieve political ends from time to time. This course seeks to provide students with grounding
in the basic tools of understanding social protest and social movement. In addition to Hong Kong,
cases will be drawn from many different countries—from the American civil rights movement to
the 2007 democratic demonstrations in Burma, from Gandhi’s satyagraha (non-violent resistance)
to the more recent “colour revolutions” in Europe and Central Asia etc. Students will also learn
about influential social movement leaders past and present, such as Martin Luther King, Gandhi,
Mandela, Mao, Lech Walesa, Aung San Suu Kyi and more.

Note: Students who have taken CCCH9009 Protests, rebellions and revolution are not allowed to
take this course.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3094. Political participation: why and how? (6 credits)

Why and how do people participate in politics? What are the channels through which people
make their voices heard and interests represented? Why does political participation take different
forms in different countries? Why is participation important for democracy to sustain and non-
democracies to change? This course will examine the dynamics and patterns of political
participation in both democratic and non-democratic societies. Topics will cover voting &
election, political party, representative institution, public opinion, civic organization, mass media,
lobbying, interest group and informal politics in democratic societies as well as the modes, scope
and impact of political participation under non-democratic regimes.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI309S. Civil society and governance (6 credits)

The main objective of the course is to help students understand the concept of civil society, its
historical circumstances and theoretical approaches, and the role of civil society in public
governance. Topics include conceptions of civil society in the history of political thought and
contemporary discourse; roles and impacts of civil society; trends of civil society development;
theoretical approaches to civil society; social movements; legitimacy and accountability of civil
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society organizations; legal framework for civil society organizations, and the role of civil society
in public governance.
Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3097. Modernity and globalization (6 credits)

The concept of ‘modernity’ refers to a series of developments that transformed the world in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as the emergence of the modern state, democracy,
capitalism and modern industry. The concept of ‘globalization’ refers to a series of similar
dynamics in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, such as the emergence of global
governance, new forms of global trade and industry, and apparent transformations in cultures and
societies. This module surveys some of the most important debates about modernity and
globalization in social and political thought, addressing important questions such as: What does
it mean to be ‘modern’? Is modernity a distinctively ‘Western’ experience? What is
‘globalization’? Is globalization a transformation or continuation of modernity? Does
globalization mark the ‘triumph’ of the ‘West’?

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3098. Nonprofit management (6 credits)

This course is designed to advance students’ understanding of the management and operation of
organizations in the nonprofit sector. In particular, it examines issues unique to the governance
and administration of nonprofits, including board management, fundraising, philanthropy,
nonprofit accounting and reporting, leadership, and network management. Students will learn
both the theories and practical techniques required for an effective manager in nonprofit
organizations.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3103. Politics of the Global South (6 credits)

The course will introduce students to the main debates and to some of the basic concepts and

skills used in the analysis of the politics of the Global South. The course will combine theoretical

perspectives with case studies, and will focus on a series of issues relevant to understanding

political processes in the Global South. The course will explore the genealogy of the “Third World”
concept and its mutation into the “Global South”, historical processes of decolonization, and

some of the political challenges facing the postcolonial world. Furthermore, lectures will cover

topics such as development and modernization, migration and mobility, human security and

political violence, environmental degradation and processes of urbanization, the emergence of

global cities, and human rights and democratization.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3110. Dilemmas of humanitarian intervention (6 credits)

To examine dilemmas of humanitarian intervention, the course looks not only at states but also
at INGOs and the aid business, and not only at aid but also at wider forms of political engagement.
It focuses on (a) the emergence of humanitarian intervention, (b) its contemporary nature, (c)
success and failure, (d) moral challenges, and (e) ways forward. It requires small groups of course
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participants to select one developing country for in-depth study, both to deepen their learning and
to build a platform for comparative analysis in class.

Eligibility: Students who have taken CCGL9036 Dilemmas of humanitarian intervention are not
allowed to take this course.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3113. On the ethics of violence (6 credits)

This course discusses issues like the ethics of self- defense, punishment, necessity justifications
for violence, torture, war, revolution and terrorism. It will also show that the ethics of violence is
fundamental for a proper understanding of certain basic problems and principles in political
philosophy and in the organisation of human societies.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3115. Politics and public opinion (6 credits)

What is public opinion? How does public opinion influence politics? Can political elites
manipulate public opinion? This course guides students to critically think about the three
questions with a comparative review of classic and frontier research on political behavior and
political communication in both democratic and authoritarian contexts. Specifically, it examines
how citizens form opinions, how public opinion may influence policymaking and political
selection, and how politicians and the media may shape public opinion. Along the way, it
introduces students to a variety of methods for the study of public opinion, including survey,
survey/lab/field experiment, and content analysis.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3116. Theories and practice of social leadership (6 credits)

The aim of this course is to give students a fundamental and practical understanding of social
leadership. It is designed for students from a variety of backgrounds, cultures, and experiences
in summer internships and extra-curricular activities. As society becomes increasingly diversified
that calls for social innovation and requires high adaptability and contextual intelligence of social
leaders, students need to be equipped with mindsets and skill-sets that cross over various sectors
in public administration, business, society and the academia. The purpose of this course is to
significantly increase students’ capacity to sustain the demands of leadership and to strengthen
students’ ability to exercise both leadership and authority.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3117. Special topics in public policy (6 credits)

This course will focus on some major topics in public policy. Specific titles and course
descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.
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POLI3118.  Special topics in NGO studies (6 credits)

This course will focus on some major topics in NGOs studies. Specific titles and course
descriptions are available in the department website.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3119. Causes of international war (6 credits)

This course studies the causes of war. Competing theories of war are discussed; different methods
of testing the theories are considered; and illustrative historical cases are examined, with a focus
on East Asia. Also covered are the implications of nuclear weapons on international security,
and the consequences of war on societies and individual human lives. This is an advanced course
that includes a major research investigation project.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3076 in 2013-14 or 2014-15 are not allowed to take
this course.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3121. Environmental policy (6 credits)

This course aims to provide introduction into the principles of environmental policy. It introduces
fundamental theories and basic principles applied to environmental policy analysis. This course
will help students to understand how economic incentives originate environmental problems and
what roles government and public policy play. This course continues with discussions on various
environmental policy issues, including international environmental issues and energy.
Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3117 in 2014-15 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3122. Strategic leadership in civil society organizations (6 credits)

The course is designed to advance students’ understanding of strategic leadership in civil society
organisations. Strategic leadership involves interpreting the environment, crafting strategies, and
building an organization that thrives in dynamic environments. A vibrant civil society calls for
strategic leadership that goes beyond a single agency’s interest, is driven by a collective vision
and drives social change. In addition to learning theories of strategic leadership, students will
practice strategic thinking and gain a deeper understanding of development of strategies in
response to challenges arising from changing social needs, growing demands for social services
and collective action problems in service provision.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3024 in 2013-14 or 2014-15 are not allowed to take
this course.

Assessment: 50% examination, 50% coursework.

POLI3123. Politics of the two Koreas (6 credits)

This course examines political actors, processes, and issues in domestic politics and foreign
relations of South and North Korea since 1945. It will begin with a brief overview of the shared
historical origins of political institutions in the two Koreas, and move onto in-depth surveys about
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the divergent institutional, economic, and foreign relations paths that North and South Korea took
after the Korean War. The third part of the course is devoted to the analysis about the
contemporary inter-Korean relations, focusing on the causes and consequences of military
tensions, nuclear crises, and various dialogues and cooperation initiatives since 1990. Lastly, it
will discuss how the political and economic developments in the two Koreas affect and are
influenced by the regional and international relations.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3076 in 2015-16 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3124. Justice and good life (6 credits)

This course explores some of the basic issues in the debate between liberal neutrality and state
perfectionism, which are at the core of liberal political theory. These issues include: What should
be the relationship between the good life and social justice? Should a liberal state pursue social
justice but not any kind of human good, such as knowledge and art? Can there be any objective
knowledge about the good life? Is state promotion of the good life necessarily unfair to people
who live in many different ways? In addition, if you care about injustice and poverty, how come
you are so rich (or you want to be rich)? We shall also discuss some of the theories of prominent
philosophers including Wilhelm von Humboldt, Karl Marx, J.S. Mill, John Rawls, and Joseph
Raz. The course aims to enhance students’ abilities to appreciate some of the main arguments in
political theory and formulate their own views on a wide range of social and political issues. This
is an advanced course in political theory. It is strongly recommended that students who want to
take this course have already studied the gateway course “Introduction of political theory” and
have a serious interest in political theory.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3002 in 2016-17 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3126. Politics of contemporary Japan (6 credits)

This course examines the politics of contemporary Japan. After a brief historical review, we
survey the core political institutions of the postwar era, explore the interaction of political leaders,
political parties, the bureaucracy and interest groups, with an emphasis on the ongoing
transformation of the Japanese political system. We focus particularly on political changes since
1993, including the new electoral system and party realignment. Special attention is devoted to
contemporary issues, such as foreign policy, economic policy, national security and
administrative reform.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3001 in 2015-16 or 2016-17 are not allowed to take
this course.

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3127. The politics of the European Union (6 credits)

What is the EU? How does it work? And why does it matter? The EU is a unique experiment in
transnational cooperation. It is neither a state nor an international organization, but it has
characteristics of both. It promotes closer integration among its member states, while also trying
to accommodate their diversity. It struggles to maintain external borders, while striving to remove
internal borders. It seeks to establish a strong identity and role for itself in a world that is
dominated by powerful states, such as the US and China. The EU today faces many challenges —
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making its study timely and relevant for anyone who wishes to understand global politics.

This course traces the development of the EU into a major economics and political actor in the
215 century. We will study the EU’s political structures, its process of enlargement and its foreign
policy. We will also study some of the ongoing crises that threaten European unity, including the
euro crisis, the refugee crisis, Brexit and the rise of populism.

Eligibility: students who have taken POLI3076 in 2016 — 17 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination

POLI3129. Foreign policy decision making (6 credits)

How do countries make decisions? What explains the foreign policy of states in the international
system? This course examines the major theories of foreign policy decisions making including,
rational choice, bureaucratic politics, group think as well as psychological and environmental
factors that influence decision making in foreign policy. The various theoretical approaches are
applied to historical case studies to test the empirical validity of different theories. A decision
making simulation game will be used to help apply and understand the various models.
Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3001 in 2017-18 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3130. Latin American politics (6 credits)

This course is intended to act as an introduction and background to Latin America, with a view
to understanding and interpreting the region’s increasing significance in contemporary global
political and economic relations. For example, China’s growing interest in Latin America as a
strategic and commercial partner.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3077 in 2014-15 or 2015-16 or 2016-17 or 2017-18
are not allowed to take this course.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3131. In search of good policy: an introduction to public policy evaluation
(6 credits)

This course provides an introduction to rigorous policy evaluation. The main objective of this
course is to familiarize students with a wide range of quantitative methods that are increasingly
used to evaluate public policy and inform policy-making. Students will begin by reflecting on the
interaction between statistics, policy analysis and decision-making. This will be followed by an
introduction to the fundamental concepts underlying quantitative evaluation methods. The
remainder of the course will focus on understanding the theory and application of policy
evaluation methodologies, including randomized experiments, instrumental variable analysis,
matching methods and difference-in-differences. Additional topics to be covered include mixed
methods approaches, review and synthesis approaches, choice experiments, and the impact of big
data on evaluation methods. By the end of the course, students will be able to fully engage with
published studies using quantitative evaluation methods and to be able to draw out appropriate
policy implications. This course does not require any pre-existing experience or training in
mathematics or statistics.

Assessment: 100% coursework.
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POLI3132. Terrorism and political violence (6 credits)

While warfare between states has become quite infrequent, conflicts between governments and
terrorist groups have increasingly developed into one of the predominant form of political
violence. Indeed, long before the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, domestic (or transnational)
terrorist groups have terrorized tens of millions of civilians and scores of countries around the
world. Since the turn of the century, terrorist attacks have also become increasingly lethal and
destructive in various ways. This course takes an actor-centered approach to the study of terrorism
and political violence. It will address, among other things, the goals and origins of terrorist groups,
the strategies that these non-state actors and governments use to combat each other, the effects
that such groups can have upon the unfortunate countries in which they operate (as well as on
other countries unfortunate enough to suffer from any ‘spillovers’) and the various ways that
these conflicts eventually end. As we explore these issues, we will also acquire in-depth historical
knowledge of the history of terrorism in general and of a wide range of terrorist groups in
particular.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

POLI3133. Contemporary Southeast Asian politics (6 credits)

This course is a survey of contemporary politics in Southeast Asia, with a focus on political
transformations in the region since the Cold. War. The course provides a historically grounded
approach to understand the formation of Southeast Asian states as well as the contemporary
dynamics of political changes in the region. It starts by reviewing the impact of colonialism and
historical trajectories in the region. We then delve deep into specific Southeast Asian countries,
overviewing key political events and important leaders, tracing logics of political contestation,
and providing a foundation to understand the structures of governments. After the specific
country studies, we will focus on a few specific issues and challenges pertaining to the region,
such as economic development, political regimes and governance, and regionalization and
ASEAN.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3076 in 2018-19 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3134. Politics and security on the Korean Peninsula (6 credits)

This course discusses various political and security issues in the Korean Peninsula. The course
begins with the ongoing Korean denuclearization negotiations involving two Koreas, the United
States and China. Then it traces the origins of the Korean conflict back to the Korean liberation
from Japanese colonial rule, the 1950-53 Korean War, and the emergence of the Republic of
Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Then it examines how the two countries
diverged politically, economically and culturally for the past several decades. Then it comes back
to current issues: nuclear proliferation in the Korean Peninsula, prospects for Korean unification,
and Korea’s relations with its neighbours. Towards the end of the class, students will conduct a
policy exercise simulating the denuclearization negotiations, which will help them develop
policymaking skills.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3077 in 2018-19 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 70% coursework, 30% examination.
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POLI3135/ENVS3402. Qualitative data, social science methods and decision-making in
environmental science (6 credits)

The course is designed to help students understand the interdisciplinary nature of environmental
sciences and the approaches, methodologies and methods used by researchers. Students will
engage in these approaches themselves, discuss benefits and limitations of various study designs,
the philosophical underpinnings of studies, how they are related to concepts of “bias” and
“subjectivity vs. objectivity”, particularly as environmental science using approaches from both
natural and social sciences. Students will also be expected to discuss implementation of the
methods and methodologies covered and their challenges, the role of the researcher in
environmental science, data collection and the data produced. In studying this course, the students
are expected to develop critical thinking skills that will allow them to evaluate different
approaches, methods and analyses used in environmental science and decision making in
environmental science.

Pre-requisite: ENVS2002 Environmental data analysis or POLI2104 Research methods in
politics and public administration

Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination

POLI3136. The politics of international law (6 credits)

How does international law affect international politics? When and why do states (and other
actors) take international law seriously? The study of international relations often emphasises the
rule of power. However, in this course, we will focus on the power of rules. The course has two
aims. Firstly, to introduce students to the concept of international law - what it is, how it is made,
and how it is enforced. Secondly, to analyse key issues in contemporary international relations,
including human rights, the use of force, international criminal justice, and state secession. Taking
specific cases, such as the NATO intervention in Libya, Russia’s annexation of Crimea, and the
civil war in Syria, we will examine the challenges of building an international order that is both
just and stable. This course offers an introduction to international law to students of politics and
international relations. No prior study of law or international law is required. Upon completion
of the course, students will have a deep understanding of how international law works (and
doesn’t work) in the real world.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3001 in 2019-20 are not allowed to take this course.
Assessment: 60% coursework, 40% examination.

POLI3137. Nationalism: theories and practices (6 credits)

Why is nationalism such an appealing force in the world? What is the source of nationalism?
What are the bases of a national identity? Is self-determination a justified cause for full statehood?
This course is to provide students with an understanding of the major contemporary theories of
nationalism, the most prominent explanations to the reemergence of nationalism across the world.
In the first half of the course, we will discuss the conceptualization of understanding the social
phenomena, examine the related key concepts, including nation, state, ethnicity, nationalism, and
national identity, and provide students with the background knowledge and tools to analyse how
social and political changes affect the future of nationalism. Students will be exposed to a wide
range of literature in political science that engages in the theoretical debates. In the second half
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of the course, we will focus on the effects of nationalism on political identities, voting, patterns
of political violence, and immigration policy, by exploring cases from around the world. Students
will also have the opportunity to build perspectives to understand and examine how contemporary
political changes are affected by nationalism and its variant forms through various assignments.
Assessment: 100% coursework

POLI3138. Institutional analysis for reform (6 credits)

Public policies and management do not take place in a vacuum. It is essential for public managers
to possess a good awareness and understanding of their embedded political context. The course
applies various institutional approaches to understand systematically the political-institutional
structures and processes in which public policies and management are practiced and major
reforms take place. The course will draw on theories and practices developed by both academics
and practitioners as its learning resources. This is an advanced undergraduate—level course.
Students are strongly recommended to complete one of the following introductory courses
(e.g.,POLI2104, POLI2105, POLI2106, POLI2107, or POLI2108) before taking this course.
Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3024 in 2019-20 or 2020-21 are not allowed to take
this course.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3139. The United Nations and global governance (6 credits)

This survey course is designed for third-year undergraduate students with a rigorous introduction
to the theoretical perspectives and main debates regarding the largest international institution, the
United Nations, with a specific focus on peace and security issues. The course is rooted in the
International Relations scholarship regarding international organizations and addresses questions
of i) What do international organizations actually do in global governance? ii) Can the United
Nations promote international cooperation on peace and security issues? iii) Can theory informus
about the actual day-to-day of how international organizations work?

The course is structured in three parts. First, we will get settled into the course, understanding
more about the International Relations debates and theoretical approaches about ‘international
organizations’ and key UN bodies. Second, we tackle ongoing peace and security issues on the
UN agenda, which affect global governance today. Third, we bring the theory back down to
earthusing an advanced simulation in the final section of the course.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3140. International development (6 credits)

The developing world has been highly marginalized yet strategically critical in international
politics throughout modern history. This course examines the intersection of international politics
and development in three parts: the major development bottlenecks faced by developing countries;
the role of powerful states and international institutions in the developing world; and several new
frontiers in international development including the rise of “emerging donors”, Chinese
development finance, and the effects of pandemics on global development. The course will
familiarize students with a wide range of political science, economics, history, and other social
science research on global development. It will also introduce students to a diverse set of
conceptual and methodological research approaches in political science and international
relations.
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Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3141. Punishment and political theory (6 credits)

One of the fundamental issues in political theory concerns when the vast coercive power of the
state can be permissibly used against its citizens. There is arguably no greater use of state coercion
than the practice of punishment. In this course, we will focus on three central questions. First,
why should we punish criminal offenders? Second, how should we punish them? Third, who
should be punished? The first question raises the following problem of punishment. It is typically
thought to be wrong to inflict harm. Yet, when someone commits a crime, it also often thought
we should harm him through punishment. We should ask then, why is it permissible to treat
offenders differently to innocent persons? We will consider retributivist, deterrence, and
rehabilitation theories to address this problem of punishment.

Following this, we will examine which methods of punishment are permissible, and desirable.
One commonly used form of punishment is incarceration. However, it is often argued to be
ineffective, costly, and inhumane. As a result, there is an increasing interest in harnessing
neuroscientific advances as alternative methods of punishing offenders. For example, drugs, deep
brain stimulation, and brain computer interfaces all have the potential to reduce or control violent
dispositions. Such neuropunishments are potentially more effective, less costly, and more humane
alternatives to incarceration. Are these punishments permissible?

The final question addresses who should be punished. We will consider important questions
concerning the permissibility punishing of innocent persons. Developments in neuroscience
might help us predict who is likely to commit an offence in future, which raises the spectre of
enabling ‘prepunishment’ before an offense is committed. Could this be morally justified?
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3142. Democratization (6 credits)

Since the 1970s, many countries in Europe, Latin America, Asia and Africa have transformed
from authoritarian to democratic regimes. Studies show that from 1975 to 2005, there was a
threefold increase in the number of democratic countries. On the other hand, many newly
democratized countries have reverted back to hybrid regime or full authoritarianism.
Othercountries have attempted but failed to democratize altogether. Why have some countries
succeeded in democratization while others failed? Among those that succeeded, how did
democratization occur? What are the crucial factors affecting democratic consolidation? For
those that persist as hybrid regimes, what are their characteristics and what explains their
endurance? This course will examine these issues critically through both generalized discussion
of the structural, institutional, and societal factors affecting democratization as well as country-
based studies.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI3077 in 2019-20 or 2020-21 are not allowed to takethis
course.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3143. Politics of global inequality (6 credits)

This class explores several questions on the causes and consequences of economic inequality.
Why have some countries grown rich while others have not? Why are some societies more
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economically equal than others? Is material inequality the only type of inequality? Why does
inequality even matter? We address these questions by drawing on insights from a variety of
disciplines including economics, political science, psychology, sociology, and others to examine
the sources of inequality and what can be done about it.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3144. Early Confucian political philosophy (6 credits)

This course provides a comprehensive analytical introduction to early (pre-Qin) Confucian
political thought, which had significantly shaped the nature and development of politics and
political culture in China till the collapse of Qing. The course selects themes and ideas primarily
from four classical texts, The Book of History, The Analects, Mencius, and Xunzi. Topics include
the concept of Heaven; conceptions of human nature; virtues and the good life; the aims and
methods of politics; the nature and justification of political authority; the political roles of the
people, the ruler and the literati; distributive justice and social welfare; protests and dissents; the
morality of war.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3145. Contemporary Confucian political philosophy (6 credits)

Confucianism as an ancient tradition of thought has fundamentally shaped Chinese culture and
deeply influenced East Asian societies for many centuries. Today, many people in China and
around the globe still explore the contemporary relevance of Confucianism, and contemporary
Confucian political philosophy is emerging as a vibrant field of thought. The course studies how
major contemporary works in Confucian political philosophy respond to modern political issues
such as the state’s promotion of the good life, democracy, individual freedom, human rights, and
social justice.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3146. Making sense of Economics (6 credits)

Economics shapes our world. Its theories and the assumptions underlying them inform
policymaking in almost every sphere of life. The way economics is often understood, however,
is that it is akin to a science. That is, there is only one correct answer and its best left to the experts.
This course takes as its starting point the belief that every student of politics needs to learn some
economics. Students need to be aware of different types of economic arguments and learn to
engage critically with each argument to understand what makes the most sense in each
circumstance, and in light of which political goals and moral values. The course will begin with
an overview of the history of economic thought (e.g. how did we get here?). We will then focuson
the dominant neo-classical school of economics, where we will learn key theories and the
assumptions underlying them (e.g. textbook knowledge). We will proceed to learn about other
schools of economic thought, including the Classical School, the Marxist School, the
Developmentalist Tradition, the Austrian School, the (Neo-)Schumpeterian School, the
Keynesian School, The Institutionalist School, and the Behaviouralist School. Finally, students
will learn ‘how to do’ economics by applying the analytical insights from the different schools of
economic thought to a range of real-world issues, including economic output, finance, inequality
and poverty, work and unemployment, the environment, and the role of the state.



118

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3147. Behavioural public policy (6 credits)

Behavioural science uses insights from economics and psychology to understand how people
behave rather than how we would like them to behave. These findings carry important
implications for the evaluation and design of public policy. In this course, students will first
understand the complexity inherent in using scientific findings in the design and evaluation of
public policy. Students will proceed to examine the theoretical foundations of behavioural public
policy, with a particular focus on prospect theory. Using real-world examples taken from health,
education, environment etc., students will engage with key insights that have emerged from
behavioural science and think through how they may be relevant to public policy. Students will
then be encouraged to formulate their own thoughts regarding the ethics of behavioural public
policy using Nudge Theory as a vehicle to do so. Finally, students will apply behavioural insights
to both evaluate and design public policy.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3148. Data science in politics and public administration (6 credits)

Big data play increasingly important roles in politics and public administration. This course aims
to help future PPA practitioners and researchers make sense of big data. It guides students to ask
and answer the following questions: What are big data? With big data, what questions can
policymakers and researchers ask and answer? How to collect and analyze big data? This course
introduces students to state-of-the-art data science techniques. Topics include introductory
programming for data science, data collection, data visualization, and machine learning. Upon
completion, students are expected to get hands-on experience with data science and understand
the promise, limitations, and pitfalls of big data in politics and public administration.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI3149. Issues in digital governance (6 credits)

Al, machine learning, and other new data science technologies have revolutionized the way
governments approach challenges in policymaking and public administration, but they also pose
new regulatory issues. Combining the theoretical discussions about digital governance and the
real-world insights from domain experts at the forefront of practice, this course covers digital
surveillance, virtual reality, urban commons, ethics in AIl, ‘“city brains”, automation,
misinformation, and other major topics in the field. Students will contribute to research on some
of these topics. No prior knowledge of data science/machine learning is required.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4046. Thesis in politics and public administration (12 credits)

This is a two-semester project catered for highly motivated students that are interested in graduate
studies and research careers. The course should be taken during the senior year under the
supervision of a faculty member. The thesis should be at least 10,000 words long and individually
written. It is expected to be a substantive piece of scholarship that demonstrates critical reflections
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and original research findings on a topic agreed by the supervisor. Students must have achieved
a cumulative GPA of at least 3.5. They should submit a research proposal to their intended
supervisor and secure the latter’s agreement to supervise their thesis before enrolling in the course.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4110. Advanced seminar I (6 credits)

This is a discussion-based course for senior year students with strong academic interest in
specialized and in-depth study of one or more topics in a small class setting. The topical focus of
the seminar will depend on the area specialty of the instructor. Students are expected to read
intensively and contribute fruitfully to seminar discussions.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4111. Advanced seminar II (6 credits)

This is a discussion-based course for senior year students with strong academic interest in
specialized and in-depth study of one or more topics in a small class setting. The topical focus of
the seminar will depend on the area specialty of the instructor. Students are expected to read
intensively and contribute fruitfully to seminar discussions.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4112. Advanced seminar III (6 credits)

This is a discussion-based course for senior year students with strong academic interest in
specialized and in-depth study of one or more topics in a small class setting. The topical focus of
the seminar will depend on the area specialty of the instructor. Students are expected to read
intensively and contribute fruitfully to seminar discussions.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4113. Advanced seminar IV (6 credits)

This is a discussion-based course for senior year students with strong academic interest in
specialized and in-depth study of one or more topics in a small class setting. The topical focus of
the seminar will depend on the area specialty of the instructor. Students are expected to read
intensively and contribute fruitfully to seminar discussions.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4114. Advanced seminar in international politics (6 credits)

This seminar exposes students to the canon and cutting edge of theory and research in
international politics. We will cover core topics, such as strategy, signaling, and domestic-
international dynamics. The core topics not only represent the central coordinates of International
Relations (IR), but also make deeper connections to other subfields such as Comparative Politics
and Political Economy, and to other social sciences such as Sociology and Economics. Beyond
the core topics, we will also cover topics of research interest to students, as chosen by students.
This seminar is for students with strong academic interest in specialized and in-depth study in a
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small class setting. Students are expected to read intensively and contribute fruitfully to seminar
discussions.

Pre-requisites: POLI2104 Research methods in politics and public administration, and one PPA
course in international politics.

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI4110 in 2020-21 are not allowed take this course.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

POLI4115. Advanced Seminar on strategy and politics (6 credits)

This is an advanced seminar that studies strategy and strategic thinking. It analyses strategies
from both theoretical and historical perspectives, using both real-world cases and analytical
models, applied across both international and domestic politics. It also covers institutional
strategies and the grand strategy of great powers. This seminar is for advanced students with
strong academic interest in specialized and in-depth study in a small class setting. Students are
expected to read intensively and contribute fruitfully to seminar discussions.

Pre-requisites: POLI2104 Research methods in politics and public administration

Eligibility: Students who have taken POLI4111 in 2021-22 are not allowed take this course.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

ECON2276. State, law and the economy (6 credits)

Please refer to the Faculty of Business and Economics website for course description.

EUST3010. European political and economic institutions and processes (6 credits)

Please refer to the European Studies Programme website for course description.

Department of Psychology

Introductory Courses

Student who intends to major in Psychology must have completed PSYC1001 and PSYC1004.
PSYC1001. Introduction to psychology (6 credits)

Discussion of basic concepts in psychology and a preliminary survey of representative work
carried out in various areas of psychological investigation, together with an investigation at some

length of one such area.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

PSYC1004. Introduction to quantitative methods in psychology (6 credits)

This course adopts a practical approach to teaching the analytical aspects of research in
psychology. The course is designed to provide students with the basic background in research
design and data analysis, covering the logic of statistical reasoning and inference as well as the
key concepts involved. Priority will be given to students who plan to major in psychology.
Assessment: 100% coursework.



