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Biography 
Ichiro Kawachi received his medical degree and Ph.D. (in epidemiology) from the University of 
Otago, New Zealand.  He has taught at the Harvard School of Public Health since 1992.  His 
research focuses on the social determinants of health and health equity.  Kawachi is the co-editor 
(with Lisa Berkman) of the textbook Social Epidemiology, published by Oxford University Press 
in 2000 (revised edition with Maria Glymour and Lisa Berkman published in 2014).  His other 
books include Behavioral Economics and Public Health (with Christina Roberto, Oxford 
University Press, 2015), Neighborhoods and Health (2nd edition, Oxford University Press, with 
Dustin Duncan 2018), and The Social Epidemiology of the COVID-19 Pandemic, forthcoming in 
2024 (Oxford University Press, with Dustin Duncan and Stephen Morse).  Kawachi served for 10 
years as Editor-in-Chief of Social Science & Medicine. He is an elected member of the US National 
Academy of Medicine, and an elected Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand.  He 
received an honorary Doctor of Science from the Australian National University in 2019. 
 


