An Empirical Investigation of the Left-Right Political Fertility Gap

Sustained low birth rates in many postindustrial countries may pose a threat to the countries’
national security and economic growth. Due to this, some politicians and political
commentators are unhesitatingly exploiting the issue of low birth rates to whip up public
anxieties over the future of the nation, promote conservative family values, blame and
scapegoat the other side of the political aisle, and ultimately, increase their political clout. The
“left-right political fertility gap” hypothesis—the claim that political conservatives have (or
desire to have) more children than political liberals, and therefore, the sharp decline in birth
rates which is being observed in many parts of the globe is attributable to the left-leaning young
people—has been a propagandist discourse for the far right to achieve those goals. The aim of
this research note is to empirically examine whether and to what extent the political right is
more willing to have a/another child than the political left. Based on the exploratory analysis
of men’s and women’s parity-specific fertility intentions in 32 European countries, I find that
the empirical support for the left-right political fertility gap hypothesis is not strong in the vast
majority of countries analyzed.



