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HKU POLITICS: 1915

The Department of Politics and Public Administration, The University of Hong
Kong (HKU) has a rich historical heritage dating back to 1915, over a century ago.

The Department of Politics and Public Administration at HKU was first
established under the name of ‘Department of Economics and Political Science’
in 1937, and was originally modelled after the London School of Economics and
Political Science. During the previous century, the Department has contributed
significantly to advancements in political science and public administration,
both locally and internationally, through excellence in research, teaching, and
service to the community.

Today, the HKU Department of Politics and Public Administration is consistently
ranked among the top in Asia and worldwide. Becoming an HKU PPA student
means having access to nearly four dozens full-time and part-time
international experts on politics and public administration, some of whom are
retired and highly experienced public servants.

WHY STUDY PPA?

An undergraduate education in politics and public administration (PPA)
empowers students to acquire a broad understanding of public affairs in a wide
array of domains that affect how human societies should be organized and
governed.

These encompass war, diplomacy, party politics, voting behaviour, democratic
participation, policymaking, public management, civil society, and social
movements. HKU PPA's rich curriculum is designed to inspire students to
become critical thinkers and informed citizens. It is a proven success in terms
of developing students' abilities to understand in-depth arguments behind
controversial issues of public concern, analyse intelligently complex political
dilemmas, and articulate cogently their ideas in speech and in writing, all of
which are essential for successful careers in any industry.

For a hundred years HKU PPA has been a leading training ground for public
servants of Hong Kong and elsewhere. The PPA Major offers training in skill
sets that are highly valued by many careers today. HKU PPA graduates have
found employment in multiple fields such as business and commerce,
journalism and the media, teaching and research, non-governmental
organisations and the voluntary sector, civil and public service, international
organisations, and so on.



WHAT YOU WILL STUDY

Undergraduate students working towards a major in Politics and Public
Administration (PPA) must complete the following courses:

Making Sense of Politics
Two Gateway Courses
Research Methods
Capstone Course

ARISTOTLE (384-322 BC)

Students may further choose between a standard PPA Major or a specialist
PPA Major in one or more streams:

Comparative Politics
International Politics
Political Theory and Ethics
Public Administration
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Department of Politics and Public Administration
Room 963, The Jockey Club Tower, Centennial Campus,
The University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

Tel: +852 3917 2393
Fax: +852 2858 3550
psdhku@hku.hk
ppa.hku.hk

bssgl@hku.hk
ppa.hku.hk/programmes/ug/gl

The information in this publication is correct at the time of publishing in October 2022. The Department
of Politics and Public Administration and The University of Hong Kong reserve the right to alter or
withdraw courses and amend other details without prior notice.



