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223 As one indication, the caseload of the child and adolescent psychiatric

teams of HA rose from 18 900 in 2011-12 to 28 800 in 2015-16, representing an

Hong Kong ASD increase by more than 50%. The major disorders present in these children are

Situation Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and AD/HD, which make up over half of the
caseload (Figure 2.3).

Figure 2.3 Caseload of HA’s Child and Adolescent Psvchiatric Services

‘ 12,000
} S ) 10,000 /\
- 8,000 \
L% =% 6,000 S — — 1 -

e
21" MENTAL
HEALTH ol B B = B B

» ] | | Y.V/ : : ' : :
W?:J:; ? I~‘ ° 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 W
> a ,o{ ) 1 2 ¢ =

4,000 | — — — 1 —

ASD  AD/HD = Others

N

Figure 2.4a Tvpes of Mental Disorder in Children Aged 0-5 Years (2015-16)

\ J:! Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government
10.7%
1.6% 0 0
ASD AD/HD Behavioural & Psychosis (F20-F29) Depression (F32- Others
emotional disorders F33)
(F91-F98)




ASD Services in Hong
Kong — affordable/free

Children having ASD symptom have to
wait for a rather long period (about 12 to
24 months) for initial developmental
assessment (Wong et al., 2015).

Parents or caregivers may also not very
knowledgeable on dealing with their
children’s symptoms and lack information
on how to access clinical professionals
and (Ho, Vi, Griffiths, & Murray, 2014, Yi,
Siu & Chan, 2020).

Hong Kong may additionally suffer from
external pressure owning to the social
stigma in Chinese culture which always
associates children’s academic
performance with parents’ competence
and parenting (Mak & Kwok, 2010).
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N 1in110
Autism Prevalence

On The Rise’

There has been a 600% increase in prevalence
over the last two decades.

1in 150
AUTISM SPEAKS

It’s time to listen,

www.AutismSpeaks.org

1in 5000 Lin:2500
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