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City University of New York (2009)
22 campuses and 500,000+ degree and non-degree students

Four-Year Colleges:
Baruch College
Brooklyn College
City College
Hunter College
Lehman College
Medgar Evers College
Queens College
York College
College of Staten Island

* John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice

* Macaulay Honors College

Two-Year Colleges:
Manhatten
Bronx
Hostos
Kinsborough
LaGuardia
Queensborough

Graduate and  
Professional Schools:

CUNY Law School
CUNY Graduate Center
CUNY Graduate School of Journalism
CUNY School of Professional Studies
CUNY Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education

http://cuny.edu/about/colleges.html

Human Capital and Higher Education:
Historical Lessons from the City University 
of New York (CUNY)

Three Eras

First Era: 1880 – 1950
Second Era: 1950 - 1980
Third Era: 1980 - present

The Founder
Townsend Harris (1808-1878)

“Let the children of the 
rich and the poor take 
their seats together . . .”

Portrait commissioned by faculty of the 
Free Academy, 1855.

http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/library/exhibitions/harris/fmpro_pop.html

Free Academy (1847)
Original building at 23rd Street and Lexington Avenue

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/DIGITAL/2000/subway/images/cit
y_college.jpg&imgrefurl=http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/DIGITAL/2000/subway/consolidation.htm&usg=__J
nljl3rzMnjIRbw0QCTjlSmDC78=&h=316&w=500&sz=45&hl=en&start=27&tbnid=HDojGQ35ShR5zM:&tbnh
=82&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcity%2Bcollege%2Bof%2Bnew%2Byork%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D
20%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dig%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20

Townsend Harris in Asia, 1847-67

Harris carried 
in a procession 
of Western 
representatives, 
Tokyo, 

c. 1855.

http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/library/exhibitions/harris/th_procession_p
op.html

Depiction of Harris 
and his interpreter, 

c. 1855 
http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/library/exhibitions/harris/TH_Heusken_pop.html
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Human Capital and Higher Education:
Historical Lessons from the City University 
of New York (CUNY)

Three Eras

First Era: 1880 – 1950
Jewish immigrants

Second Era: 1950 - 1975
Third Era: 1975 - present

City College of New York (1906)
Neo-Gothic Campus at 137th Street (Harlem)

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/2007/upton/images/ccny_pettit_lg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/2007/upton/upton.html&usg=__WSKiQRWqzfAI8W5geoq22N9RRwY=&h=563&w=760&sz=106&hl=en&start=51&tbnid=7cqSgUWYdkRNlM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=142&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dccny%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%
3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26start%3D40

The “New York Intellectuals”

Irving Howe, 
City College, 1936-1940

Nathan Glazer,
City College, 1940-1944

Daniel Bell, 
City College, 1935- 1939

Irving Kristol, 
City College, 1936- 1940

Jewish Students 
in the 1930s

http://www.pbs.org/arguing/index.html

Human Capital and Higher Education:
Historical Lessons from the City University 
of New York (CUNY)

Three Eras

First Era: 1880 – 1950
Jewish immigrants

Second Era: 1950 – 1980
Black and Spanish-speaking immigrants

Third Era: 1980 - present

CUNY Community Colleges, 1950s

1. Staten Island
Community College, 1955
(#4)

2. Bronx 
Community College, 1957
(#13)

3. Queensborough
Community College, 1958

(#17)

http://cuny.edu/about/colleges.html

* City College
(Harlem campus)

1.

3.
2.

CUNY Community Colleges, 1960s

1. Staten Island
Community College, 1955

2. Bronx 
Community College, 1957

3. Queensborough
Community College, 1958

4. Kingsborough
Community College, 1963
(#15)

5. Manhattan
Community College, 1963
(#12)

6. LaGuardia
Community College, 1968
(#16) http://cuny.edu/about/colleges.html

* City College
(Harlem campus)

1.

3.
2.

4.

5.

6.
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Newark (New Jersey) Race Riot, 1967

http://challengenewspaper.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/1967newark-rebellion1.jpg

http://challengenewspaper.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/1967newark-rebellion1.jpg

http://www.umdnj.edu/home2web/newark67/images/pic4.jpg

http://globalgrind.com/i/CIT/I11/133/8.218395.jpg

Newark (New Jersey) Race Riot, 1967

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.autolife.umd.umich.edu/Race/R_Casestudy/ID77239_4_riots.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.autolife.umd.umich.edu/Race/R_Casestudy/Black_power_popup.htm&usg=__XIhhTTqQXiu5s8_fqqBvDdXFdiU=&h
=472&w=700&sz=343&hl=en&start=112&um=1&tbnid=YAkEEc4kLDOHDM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=140&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnewark%2Briot%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR_enUS250US286%26sa%3DN%26start%3D100%26um%3D1

Clark Kerr
(photo: 1964)

http://content.cdlib.org/data/13030/sg/kt687004sg/figures/dlg423.jpg

CUNY Student Protests, 1969-70

http://images.google.com/imgre
s?imgurl=http://newman.baruch
.cuny.edu/digital/2001/history/e
xhibit/chap_07/open_admission
_sm.gif&imgrefurl=http://new
man.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/20
01/history/book/chap_07/defa
ult.htm&usg=__2-
v_SJwrXofyKCK_xPM_ER5ZY
LE=&h=100&w=64&sz=3&hl=
en&start=21&um=1&tbnid=Di4
N7gyE2inUbM:&tbnh=82&tbn
w=52&prev=/images%3Fq%3D
cuny%2B%2522open%2Badmiss
ions%2522%26ndsp%3D20%26
hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR
_enUS250US286%26sa%3DN%
26start%3D20%26um%3D1

CUNY Freshman Enrollment, 1969-1970
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Source: David E. Lavin and David Hyllegard: 
Changing the Odds: Open Admissions and the Life 
Chances of the Disadvantaged (Yale, 1996), p. 33.

Anti-tuition protests, 
1970s . . .

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/2001/history/exhibit/chap_07/open_admission_sm.gif&imgrefurl=http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/2001/history/book/chap_07/default.htm&usg=__2-
v_SJwrXofyKCK_xPM_ER5ZYLE=&h=100&w=64&sz=3&hl=en&start=21&um=1&tbnid=Di4N7gyE2inUbM:&tbnh=82&tbnw=52&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcuny%2B%2522open%2Badmissions%2522%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR_enUS250US286%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1

* 1973-75:   Economic recession/ 
city budget crisis

* 1976:        Tuition imposed for the 
first time

* 1977: Freshman enrollment at 
CUNY dropped 30% 

36,606 freshmen in 1976
↓

25,741 freshmen in 1977
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Three Eras
First Era: 1880 – 1950

Jewish immigrants
Second Era: 1950 – 1980

Black and Spanish-speaking immigrants
Third Era: 1980 – present

Academically talented immigrants
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Strengthening Advanced Programs

CCNY Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education, 
established 1976

CUNY Macaulay Honors College (2005)

Some of the Macaulay Honors College 
students and staff, 2009

Thank you!

Adam R. Nelson
Associate Professor 

Educational Policy Studies and History
University of Wisconsin-Madison
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