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Tung Chung New Town extension and planning of Tung Chung River basin
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Characteristics of Tung Chung River environment
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Isohyetal map of Tung Chung River Basin
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The map reproduced with permission of the Director of Lands.
& The Gaovernment of Hong Kong SAR. License No. 48/2008.
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Ecology of Tung Chung River
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A crossoc?{e//us be ifiangensis

1: tHFRBRREBELEE The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species ;
2 : Fellowes et al (2002)
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Ecologically Important Stream =S
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Tung Chung River (No. 27) is the second richest in freshwater

species of any in Hong Kong, with a total of 23 species recorded,
and listed as an AFCD.







SAALEI MBYEN )

Animals in Tung Chung Mangrove
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TUNG CHUNG RIVER, VALLEY & BAY
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The hlgh connectivity and continuity of the river system from the montane area to the
estuary make it exceptionally rich in its aquatic and coastal biodiversity, including many

rare and endangered species




e.g.

Beijiang Thick-lipped Barb (Acrossocheilus beijiangensis) 1B I E R
Philippine Neon Goby (Stiphodon atropurpureum) £ F RIE R
Romer's tree frog (Liuixalus romeri) IE /) 5

Chinese Horseshoe Crab (7achypleus tridentatus) % Bl &

Seaweed Pipefish (Syngnathus schlegel)) & EKiE#

Swinhoe' s Egret (Egretta eulophotes) EEBHE

Common Birdwing ( 7roides helena) =B Uk

Eurasian Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo) R&sE
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Tung Chung River provide "Ecosystem services" that:

o FEZER  BYRW _SERZERITRY) - WMEER
purify the air: plants absorb CO., air pollutants and release O,
« FEKE  TEBRMIK ; EMRIE 7 IR THY)
purify the water: soil filters stormwater; organisms take up nutrients and degrade pollutants
o TIEWMEN D EEZN D EEEY) detoxify and decompose wastes by soil micro-organisms
o B8 N EIRE 7 move and cycle nutrients
o ZMMAEKRESZ moderate microclimate and their impacts
o MIFEYZ XM maintain biodiversity
o SR ENTETE ERBYEY) regulate disease carrying organisms
o BT 2 AN 7K mitigate drought and floods
o REDRIAIEBEBLUN oFEBERZIRE
protect stream and river channels and coastal shores from erosion
o FRANRETIE - WIEAEIX generate and preserve soils and renew their fertility

o MFFZEMARFS...... and many others...
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Threats to Tung Chung River
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Rock digging incident
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The government has issued the following guidelines to ensure that environmental concerns are
taken into account in works projects in stream and rivers

s RIRERKEIFEIERMBEEES/20055 | mEX I ZEEZEE [ FeZ
Environment, Transport and Works Bureau (ETWB) Technical Circular (Works) No.

5/2005: Protection of Natural Streams/Rivers from Adverse Impacts Arising from
Construction Works

« EFERIALKAMGE LEMEEEZE2955 | REA Y ZERES
&
Building Department (BD) Practice Note for Authorized Persons and Registered Structural

Engineers 295: Protection of Natural Streams/Rivers from Adverse Impacts Arising from
Construction Works

o RIFZBEWR=ZF L2015 : JTERTHIREN LS EES/

Drainage Services Department (DSD) Practice Note No. 1/2015: Guidelines on
Environmental and Ecological Considerations for River Channel Design
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Tung Chung New Town extension
and planning of Tung Chung River basin
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Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP
Chairperson, and members,
Finance Committee, Legislative Council, HKSAR

Mrs. Lam Cheng Yuet Ngor, Carrie, JP
Secretary for Development,

Development Bureau, HKSAR

(E-mail: sdev(@devb.gov.hk; Fax: 2151 5303)

7 July 2011

Dear Ms Lau/Mrs Lam,

)
W

REEN POWER|

By email & by fax

Joint Green Group Position on
Planning and Engineering Study on the Remaining Development in Tung Chung

We, the undersigned groups, are writing to express our deep concern regarding the planning and

engineering study on the remaining development in Tung Chung and the consequent impacts to the entire

Tung Chung river valley and estuary, which mostly remains intact and natural with high ecological,

landscape, hydrological and cultural values.

In order to conserve Tung Chung river course, valley and estuary, and avoid adverse impacts of

development, we strongly urge the government to:

1. prohibit civil engineering development, channelization and reclamation in Tung Chung river valley

and estuary, i.e. to the west of the Hau Wong Temple.

2. provide promptly a statutory landuse framework to guide the planning and engineering study on the

remaining development in Tung Chung. Tung Chung river valley and estuary should be covered by a

Development Permission Area (DPA) plan.

3. follow a logical, cautionary and well-consulted process. Any development feasibility study for Tung
Chung river valley and estuary should base on a statutory approved landuse plan, e.g. DPA plan.

Statutory environmental impact assessment (EIA) should be conducted only when any developments
are suitable for further study after feasibility study. We urge the Administration not to fast-track these
three processes, namely landuse planning, engineering feasibility and EIA study. We consider that
the present proposed study, with new town development as the decided objective, pre-empts the
landuse planning and EIA process.

Should you have any inquiries or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me (T: 3961
0223, F: 2314 2661, Email: lkcheng@greenpower.org.hk).

Yours faithfully,

Dr, CHENG Luk-ki
Division Head, Scientific Research & Conservation

Green Power

On behalf of:

The Conservancy Association
Designing Hong Kong

Green Lantau Association

Green Power

Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
WWF Hong Kong

Distribution to:

Mrs. Lam Cheng Yuet Ngor, Carrie, JP
Secretary for Development

Development Bureau

(E-mail: sdevi@devb.gov.hk; Fax: 2151 5303)

Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP

Chairman & members of Finance Committee
Finance Committee, Legislative Council
(E-mail: elaun@dphk.org; Fax: 2332 1893)

CC:

Mr. LEUNG Cheuk Fai, Jimmy, JP

Director of Planning

Planning Department

(E-mail: jefleung@pland.gov.hk; Fax: 2116 0751)

Mr. HON Chi Keung, JP

Director of Civil Engineering & Development
Civil Engineering & Development Department
(E-mail: ckhonf@eedd.gov.hk; 2246 8708}



5

-

-
o

GREEN LANTAL
SO TIN

G

DessgnmcHongiong [T HenmR
" — - ucaton & Resoucos Contre

19 June 2412

Joint Green Groups® Statement on Protection and Conservation
of Tung Chung River, Estuary, Coastal Areas and Associated Habitats

The undersigned groups are deeply concermed about the Government’s plan o reclaim the Tung
Chung River Valley and cosstal aress for development under the “Planning and Enginesring Study
on dhe Remaining Development in Tung Chung™, which will destroy Tung Chung River Valley's
inmet and integrored sweam, riparian, esmaring and coastal ecosystems. These habitats support
oulstanding biodiversity,  Tung Chung River is ong of the fow remaining major streams in Thong
Kong which has not been overly affected by channelization or water pollution, and largely retains
its natral state throughout e whele river course Trom headwaler 1o estuary, The Tung Clung
Raver system 15 wnigque in the local context. [ts headwaters Dow dowen from Hong Kong's sseond
and third highest peaks, snd run uninterrepied all the way o the shallow Tung Chung Buy. The
high connectivity and continuity along its whale lengrh from the montane aren to esmary make it
exceptionally feh i i sguatic and coastal blodiversity, ineluding meny mre and endangered
apecies. The swrrounding land orea also conmins diverse habitaz types. supporing many
eeelopically important animal and plant species in Hong Kong.

W urge the Govemment o protect the Tung Chung River (both channelized wnd nuwtural sections,
and 18 trboieres), s cstanry, the entire Tong Chung Bay and other rermpining nawml habitais
within Tung Chung Valley. which are of high ecological. landseape, hvdrological and culmral
valugs, $0 a8 1o preserve nalural resounces for nalure o, iy uese and cnjs

and fisheries.  In addition, we have prepared a Drevel Permission Area {DPA)

plan meorporating our vision for a sustainable Twlere Tor Tung Chung’s remaining nataral arcas for
Ciovernment’s consideration

banks, estuary and the entire Tung Chung Bay,

1 and crustacean specics.
ercial fisheries resources.
elland bird species like
.

ung Shui Woodlands are
te good in quality and are
slant species like Incense
our butlerlly speefes of
ncluding Oriental Striped
ing (Troides acacny) and
ilighted key ecologically
nd hay). Part of Tung
m severely damaged by

appropriate planning and

ing River Valley, cstuary
r public use and tourist
in these areas must be

- .o Chung River courses and

b.  Prohibit any discharge of effluents and connection of cutfalls to Tung Chung River channels and

esturary.  Any landusc and activity that brings about water pallution must be removed from Tung

Chung River banks and the shores of Tung Chung Bay.
c.  Rchabilitate the channelized/ damaged artificial river sections.

d. Adopt our recommended DPA plan to puide o
Chung.

planning and d

in Tung

¢ Terminale the present planning and engineering study on the remaining development in Tung

Chung and not to fast-track the landuse planning.

and ELA study p

We consider that the presemt propesed plan 1o reclaim Tung Chung Bay, with new lown

development as the decided objective, pre-empts the landuse planning and ELA process.

Co-signed Groups

Designing Hong Kong Tlong Kong Bird Watching Society
Eco-Education & Resourees Cenlre The Conservancy Association
Green Lantau Association WWF-Hong Kong

Green Power

Appendix 1: Green Groups’ recommended DPA plan for a sustainable planning for Tung Chung River, estuary, coastal areas and associated habitats.
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The Honourable Mr, Leung Chun-ying, GBM, GBS, JP
Chief Executive

Chief Executive’s Office
Tamar, Hong Kong
(E-mail: ceof@ceo.gov.hk)

8 January 2013

By post & e-mail
Dear Mr. Leung,

Preservation of Tung Chung River and Tung Chung Bay

Green Power is writing to express our deep concern regarding the Tung Chung New Town
Extension Study (Planning and Engineering Study on the Remaining Development in Tung
Chung) and the consequent impacts to the entire Tung Chung river valley and estuary, which
mostly remains intact and natural with high ecological, landscape, hydrological and cultural
values.

By copy of this letter, we would like to present you our latest publication about the precious
wildlife found in Tung Chung River valley and Tung Chung Bay. In fact, Tung Chung River
is one of the few rivers in Hong Kong that still retains its natural setting continuously from its
headwater to river mouth. The Tung Chung River and associated natural habitats is rich in
its aquatic and coastal biodiversity, including many rare and endangered species, e.g.,
Beijiang Thick-lipped Barb (Acrossocheilus beijiangensis), Romer’s Tree Frog (Philautus
romeri), Hong Kong Newt (Paramesotriton hongkongensis), Tri-spine Horsehsoe Crab
(Tachypleus tridentatus) and Pipefish. Being one of the local rivers with the richest
freshwater fish species, Tung Chung River yields at least 23 fish species and is designated as
an “Ecologically Important Stream™ by the Administration.

Any further development over the Tung Chung River basin and Tung Chung Bay may greatly
degrade its environmental and ccological conditions.  Plants and wildlife of high ecological

values will be severely interrupted as their habitats will be fragmented or destroyed.

In order to preserve the valuable and distinctive condition of Tung Chung River, a holistic

approach should be adopted to maintain rivers” hydrology which in brief context includes:

(a) natural physical geometry and substratum of river courses, i.e. river beds, river banks, its
alignment and estuary;

(b) the permeability of river basin;

(c) the vegetation cover of river basin; and

(d) the river water quality.

L A G i 56 &
Park-In Commerc

» 23 L 2314 5
Dundas 5t., Mongkok, HK

{|Fax: (852) 2314 2661 F1H

Tel : (852) 3061 0200 #14L: | Website: www.greenpower.org.hk
14| E-mail: infoiigreenpower.org.hk
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Regarding the preservation of Tung Chung river and Tung Chung Bay, Green Power would ( GREEN POWER

advise that:
(a) river works should be avoided as far as possible, the natural river courses and estuary
should not be altered in any scale;

(b) landuse planning for Tung Chung River basin and estuary should take into account of its

ili fi
permeability, natural landscape and ecology; fee
(c) sufficient vegetation cover should be maintained in the basin; and
(d) no sewage or stormwater of developed areas should be drained into Tung Chung River
channel and Tung Chung Bay.
We strongly recommend the Administration to adopt the green groups’s recommended DPA ent

plan to guide a sustainable planning and development in Tung Chung.

Should you have any inguiries or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact

me (T: 3961 0223, F: 2314 2661, Email: lkcheng@greenpower.org.hk).

irtment

vation Department

13 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon

Thank you for your attention.

Offices, 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong

Offices, 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong

Yours sincerely,

,/Z Lo @0

Dr. Cheng Luk-ki
Division Head, Conservation and Scientific Research
Green Power

Attachment (hard copy only):
“Preserving Tung Chung River — Photo Album of Wild Tung Chung River” (Dec 2012)
published by Green Power.

c.c.
Mrs. LAM CHENG Yuet Ngor, Carrie, GBS, JP

Chiet Secretary for Administration

Chief Secretary for Administration's Private Office

25/F, Central Government Offices, 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong.
(E-mail: csofteso.gov.hk)

Mr. CHAN Mao Po, Paul, MH, JP

Secretary for Development

Development Bureau

18/F, West Wing, Central Government Offices, 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong
i a'devhb.gov.hk)

23 fl 2314 5| Tel : (852) 3961 0200 ¥l | Website: www.greenpower.org.hk
Dundas 5t., Mongkok, HK 51| Fax : (B52) 2314 2661 i = 1‘-'| E-mail: info@@greenpower.arg.hk
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| Fax : (852) 2314 2661

141 | Website: www.greenpower.org.hk
-E% | E-mail: infogreenpower.org.hk



Regarding the preservation of Tung Chung river and Tung Chung Bay, Green
Power would advise that:

(a) river works should be avoided as far as possible, the natural river courses and
estuary should not be altered in any scale;

(FEERRTE LR ; #IFARRNE ST ORR )

(b) landuse planning for Tung Chung River basin and estuary should take into
account of its permeability, natural Iandscape and ecology;

(FRMIRAGIONTHABEZRBEZEE - BARASEHRNER)

(c) sufficient vegetation cover should be maintained in the basin; and

(DR FEIREE B FIEM )

(d) no sewage or stormwater of developed areas should be drained into Tung
Chung River channel and Tung Chung Bay

( BREHISKBRARERA SR TE R







