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What do we know about ASD?

What are their needs?

Local services and Challenges



What do'we /know about
AutismrSpectrum Disorder
(ASD)?



Changing diagnostic criteria-and
nomenclature

Autism , Autistic features , Autism spectrum
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Pervasive developmental disorder (PDD)
Asperger syndrome
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DSM -5

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders

Autistic Disorder, Asperger & Disorder and
Pervasive Developmental Disorder NOS are
subsumed under the diagnosis of NMAutism
Spectrum Disorder 0 (ASD)

American Psychiatric Association, 2013

- specifier
- modifier
- level of severity



. A neurodevelopmental disorder, characterized by
patterns of significant impairment and deviance
In the development of

I social, emotional, communicative, and cognitive
skills,

I with presence of restricted, repetitive patterns of
behaviors, and interests

. Arise in the early developmental period



Heterogeneity of symptoms

A ASD symptoms

I a wide range of behavioural syndrome
expressions

| core symptoms, age of onset, associated
features, course of development, and levels of
severity

A Associated comorbidities



Comorbidities

Cognitive development

I 38% intellectual disabllity
I 24% borderline intelligence

I 38% normal intelligence
Taylor et al 2013



A Cognitive profile is typically uneven

- Difficulties in attention, complex language abillities,
working memory and other executive skills

- Strengths in sensory perception, rote learning, visual
spatial problem solving and simple language skills

A Savant skills in some individuals

I Exceptional skills involving areas of music, arts,
calendar calculation, visual  -spatial/ mechanical
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Epilepsy
i 11-39%

American Academy of Ped Council on Children with
Disabilities, 2007

Sleep problems
i 50-80%
Johnson et al 2007



Behavioural problems
In low functioning children

Hyperactivity

Aggression

Emotional outburst (rigidities, stereotypies)
Sensory seeking (tactile, vestibular)
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