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Abstract 
 
In this lecture, Professor Hu will evaluate whether greater reliance on test scores 
may reduce the extent of educational inequality by family origin as college graduates 
seek entrance to graduate school.  He will present a case study using survey data of 
colleges in Beijing, China, where students’ performance in standardized graduate 
school entrance examination (the GSEE) is the primary determinant for the entrance 
to graduate school.  Using multiple waves of the Beijing College Students Panel 
Survey (BCSPS), a series of models are fitted to capture the correlations of family 
socioeconomic status (SES) with the probabilities of seeking entrance to post-
collegiate education, registering for and taking the GSEE, and finally obtaining 
admission to graduate school.  After balancing the differential probabilities of seeking 
graduate level education, it is found that family SES is not significantly associated 
with the likelihood of taking the GSEE, but significantly predicts the probability of 
applying a foreign graduate programme.  Although family SES can be marginally 
correlated with the odds of being admitted by a domestic graduate programme, the 
strength of such an association is significantly weaker than for overseas 
programmes.  It is also shown that, for the elite graduate programmes, family origin 
is independent from both GSEE registration and subsequent admission.  These 
findings suggest that the test-oriented evaluations could ameliorate the extent of 
inequality at the post-collegiate level. 


