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– The Korea Centre for Disease Control reported in 16th, 4, 2021 that 
the total number of deaths was 1,653, with a further 5,766 people 
suffering from lung damage and a wide range of rare diseases that 
were directly related to the use of Humidifier Disinfectant. Moreover, 
according to Supporters for Health and Rights of People in the 
Semiconductor Industry, the number of workers’ illnesses is 368 and 
the death toll hits 134 within the electronic industry.

– To identify the social worker's role in coping with enhanced 
survivorship and bereavement care.

Background & Objectives
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Observation site: Seoul, South Korea 

To immerse myself in the same situations the ethnographic 
research will be conducted through at least 10 hours of weekly 
participant observation in the field and to live near the hospital 

in South Korea for 9 months

Three main methods of data collection are observation, semi-
structured interviews (in total, 120 interviews took place), field 

notes and document analysis.

The research underwent full ethical review by the School of 
Applied Social Science’s ethics committee at Durham University 

and the Institutional Review Boards in Korea gained full 
approval.



SUPPORTIVE, PALLIATIVE, HOSPICE AND 
BEREAVEMENT CARE 

Supportive Care, Palliative Care and Hospice Care  Hui, D., De La 
Cruz, M., D.H., 2013: 683.



MULTI-LEVEL SYSTEMS: PAEDIATRIC PALLIATIVE CARE 
AND SOCIAL EPIDEMIOLOGY = 120
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Dominelli, L (2002) Anti-Oppressive Social 
Work Theory and Practice (Palgrave)

(1) The role of social workers should require the alleviation of not only disaster-related grief but also the 
oppression found at local, national, and international levels
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IMPLICATIONS: AN ANTI-OPPRESSIVE PRACTICE IMPLEMENTED IN SOUTH KOREA EXEMPLIFIES ADDRESSING THE 
CONCEALED INFORMATION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE. WHEN IDENTIFYING THE FORMS OF OPPRESSION, IT IMPLIES A MODEL 

OF ANTI-OPPRESSIVE PRACTICE FROM THE EFFECTS OF THE BIOCIDE DISASTER.

Death and Victims in Samsung Electronics Factories 
After Octavia Kim, 2007

Death and Victims by disinfectant
From 1994 Until 08.2011

Anti-oppressive practice
From 2007 to 2019

By SHARPS with bereaved-families and survivors
From 2011 to Now 

By Asian Citizen Centre for Environment and Health 
with bereaved-families and survivors

Institutional 
oppressors Multinational Companies, Government, Mass Media, the Court

Targets of oppression Most Poor Female Jobseekers living in rural areas Most Consumers, Patients- Children, Pregnant 
woman, 

Old People

Forms of resistance

From 2007 to Now
Acts of Civil, Disobedience, Conscious-Raising 

Forums, Social Media, Activism 

From 2011 to Now
Acts of Civil, Disobedience, Conscious-Raising 

Forums, Social Media Activism , Product Boycotts, 
Making Laws, Making Social Disasters Commission 

To Enhance Supportive, Palliative, Hospice and Bereavement Care; 
To Enhance the health care and the right to health.

Results

10 Cases of the Approved
Industry Accidents

Conscious-Raising Forums and International 
company apologies  

Special act on remedy for damage caused by 
humidifier disinfectants and Starting Special 
Investigation Commission on social disaster 

from 2018 to 2021



OPPRESSION, BELIEFS AND LUCK-BLAME/PRAISE

THE FINDINGS SUGGEST THE
NEED TO ADDRESS OPPRESSION
AND LUCK IN THEIR CULTURAL

AND SOCIAL CONTEXT, 
ALONGSIDE THE RIGHT TO
KNOW ABOUT DANGEROUS
CHEMICALS INITIATIVES FOR
PURSUING EFFECTIVE ANTI-

OPPRESSIVE PRACTICE WITHIN
A CROSS-AGENCY APPROACH.

Oppression

Beliefs

Luck



Interviewees Researcher 

Challenges Psychological distress Psychological distress  

Rejected 97 times  

To be addressed Before the interviews begin, I 
arranges for a suitably 
qualified professional 
counselor or hospice social 
workers

Debriefing with peer groups 
or professional colleagues  
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