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Biography 
 
David Horton Smith (Ph.D. Sociology, Harvard, 1965) was the founder of ARNOVA 

(www.arnova.org) and NVSQ journal, and thus of the organised global field of 

voluntaristics. Co-recipient of the first (1993) ARNOVA Award for Distinguished 

Lifetime Contribution to Nonprofit and Voluntary Action Research and of the 2016 TIBS 

Perlmutter theory Award, he has bios in the International Encyclopedia of Civil Society 

(Springer, 2010) and in Marquis’ Who’s Who in the World since 2001. President of 

ICSERA (www.icsera.org), Editor-in-Chief of VOLUNTARISTICS REVIEW, and 

Research and Emeritus Professor at Boston College, Smith has authored/edited 20 

published books/monographs, several international encyclopedia entries, and over 

150 journal articles and book chapters. He currently is an Honorary Visiting Professor 

or Research Professor/Scholar at six universities on four continents, several of these 

being top universities in their respective nations. 
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