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Sources of Information

• Primary research articles
• Research reviews

− Cochrane reviews; cochrane.org
− Campbell reviews; campbellcollaboration.org

• Repackaged scientific evidence for dissemination
− Manuel based treatment packages
− Best practice guidelines – recommendations or 

mandatory
− Expert consensus guidelines
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Sources of Information

• High quality clearinghouses

An evidence-based clearinghouse is an Internet-
based site (portal, database) that aims to make 
accessible information on evidence-based 
interventions in human services to an group of users.
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Quick History

• Historically, the idea of evidence-based 
clearinghouse has its origins in the development of 
web-based databases which have been around for 
decades.

• They have been growing increasingly 
sophisticated, especially for the last 6-8 years.
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Quick History

• The word “clearinghouse” is borrowed from 
financial systems where financial transactions 
gather on one place (for example a national 
central bank), are controlled and cleared, and 
transferred to receivers.
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Important Characteristics of 
Evidence-based Clearing Houses

• Targeted user groups
• Topic area
• Scientific rating scales
• Transparency
• Context pertinence
• User-friendliness
• Cutting-edge information
• Sustainability
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Would What Works in California 
Work in Hong Kong?? Transportability!

• The ultimate way of knowing an existing evidence 
based intervention may work in a new country is to 
test the intervention in the new country!

• What to do when this luxury is not available??
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Would What Works in California 
Work in Hong Kong?? Transportability!

Organization

• Organizational Culture –norms, values, behavioral 
expectations

• Organizational climate –perceptions and affective 
responses to work environment, job characteristics
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Would What Works in California 
Work in Hong Kong?? Transportability!

Country-Level Variables

• Political variables, e. g. locus of social service 
agencies

• Social, educational, historical variables, e. g. 
appropriateness of stating opinions

• Geo-economic variables, e. g. disparities
• Social problem variables, e. g. centrality of certain 

social and mental health problems
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Would What Works in California 
Work in Hong Kong?? Transportability!

Globalization

• Increasing globalization of lifestyle preferences
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